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Next Meetin

Club meetings are held on the second Thursday of
every month at “The Hangar”. The next meeting will

be at 7:30 p.m., Thursday, March12
ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO BE THERE!
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Car Track Contacts
RON WatSOoN ..cooevvet v 408-823-3766
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Mission Peak Weather Station
Current Weather at Mission Peak ........ 408-946-9516

You Have Permission

Permission is hereby granted, unless specifically
noted otherwise, to republish any article appearing
in The FLIGHTLINE. Please mention The FLIGHT-
LINE and BAYSIDE R/C Club, Inc.

Elight Instruction:
BAYSIDE R/C Club has qualified flight instructors to help
you get started, solo or just improve your overall skill.
These members are the foundation of the club and spend
much of their personal time making the club a success.
Primary instructors are available on a regular basis. Sec-
ondary instructors can help out on a case by case basis.

AIRPLANE - PRIMARY

Bill Johnson ............ Sat/Sun .....ooceeeeeiiiiieinnns 408-293-1576
........................ bj s72t a@sn. com
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.............. genel angl ey@bcgl obal . net
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Frank Goto................ Sat/Sun........ccceceivieinnnns 510-713-1212
.............. i fly9z-frankgoto@ahoo. com
Hal Hirsch ................. 2 ??7?
Rick Klement ........... Any Time ......cccccoovieeee. 408-251-9113
Pete Kontorinis ........ Sat/SUN.....cooiiiiiiiice e 2?72
Alberto Lanzas ........ Sat/Sun ..... rcflynpil ot -sky-
| ane@ahoo. com
Felix Lau
Scott Morasci ........... 2 408-205-4961
scott. norasci @bcgl obal . net
Ran D. St. Clair ......... Sun/by apt.........cccoee. 650-299-1240
Dan Sievert .............. Sat/Sun ..., 925-443-2604
Will Sievert ............... Sat/Sun ..., 408-379-2520
Paul Winslow............ Sat/SUN.....ccoiiiiiiice e 2?2

...................... yati nw@xcite.com
HELICOPTER - PRIMARY

Ryan Abbot............... Sat/Sun .. RT Abbott @msn. com
Phil Cole......cccuvvuvenen. Sat/Sun......ccceeeevvvrreieenns 650-802-9255
Rick Klement ........... Any Time ......cccccoevneeee. 408-251-9113
Jim Miller ................. Sat/Sun ......cccceeeeeieeeeen 408-737-9517
Dave Neves .............. Wed/Sun .....cceevvevenennnn. 510-794-8065
Paul Scott ......ccce...... Sat/Sun ......oceeeeeiiiireienns 408-497-0678
Sharam Shirazi......... Y& ar B shar am@lal ex. ws

??? means your editor does not have the information
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Prez Sez...
Hi Everyone,

Reading the newsthe other day | noticed
what | think is some good news for Bay-
side. First, the A’s baseball team is not
going to move to Fremont after all. Sec-
| ond, Bart is hurting for money and is
- | making cutbacks and deferring mainte-
= nanceto their trains and track systems. |
would think you need to be able to take care of what you aready
have in order to even think about adding new lines! What that
meansto Bayside, I’ m not sure. But for once some bad news might
work out on our behalf.

At the last meeting we mentioned that during the month of April,
instead of our usual BBQ day we will be letting the Persian Cultural
festival use our field for the day. Thiswill bring in some funds that
we can put away for our future field. We may still be able to fly but
may be restricted to smaller electrics and park flyers because they
are expecting abig crowd of peopleto attend. So if you cometo the
field and see vendors and many cars and someone collecting money
for parking, you have been forewarned.

On a sad note we lost another Bayside Member. Don Coon past
away about aweek ago!

He was aretired truck driver who loved to fly his planes and loved
Pepsi!  Healwayshad aPepsi in his hands, unless he was holding
atransmitter. He will be missed and my condolences go out to his
family.

I’m going to need to keep this article very short due to Phil’s dead
line.

But hereis ajoke!

A married couple was in aterrible accident where the woman®face
was severely burned. The doctor told the husband that they couldn®
graft any skin from her body because she was too skinny. So the
husband offered to donate some of his own skin. However, the only
skin on his body that the doctor felt was suitable would have to
come from his buttocks.

Pete

R/C Uniimited

Haceway & Hobbies

Phone: 408.377.3771 Fax: 408.377.2211
14818 Camden Ave. San Jose. CA 95124
www.rc-uniimited.net

Bayside R/C Club
Meeting Minutes
February 12th, 2009

: Meeting opened at 7:30
President — Pete Kontorinis — present

1 Vice President — Dan Sievert —
present

Secretary — Frank Goto — present
Treasurer — Will Sievert — present
Attendance — 18 members
Introductions

Just the usual suspects tonight!
January meeting minutes

Were approved as published with one change. Mike mentioned at
the last meeting that he knew of two sites which may be suitable for
storage, not asaflying field as published.

President’s Report —

Apologized for not making it to the last meeting, work schedule just
did not permit his attendance.

Has been flying at the P.G. & E. hanger (where his second job is),
whenever possible.

Organizer of aPersian cultural festival isinterested in using our
field for his event. May mean closing the field one day on the week-
end, but would bring in much needed funds. Negotiationsare till in
the works.

VP report —
Dan was content and happy.
Treasurer’s report —

Sadly, Don Coon quietly passed away last Sunday. He just didn’t
get up in the morning.

No new members this month, total membership currently is 247.
Safety Chairman (Mike West) — present
Mike had no incidents to report.

At the last board meeting, there was a discussion of transmitter
impound. Board wanted to remind all that unused transmitters
should be impounded in the shed, put in a case or car regardless of

frequency.
Chief Instructor (Dave Neves) — present

Mike Ammons was soloed for planes recently by Dave. Keith

T

HobbyTown USA

Tags for AL Apes!

39152 Fremont Hub

Fremont, CA 94538
510-796-2744

ht uf r enont ca@ahoo. com
5% Discount to Bayside Members




Wiebe, was soled on 1/17 and son Michael on 1/19, both for elec-
trics by Frank. Congratulations!

Field Chairman (Jorge Salinas) — not present

Grey shed was cleaned-up, and the fencing between pilot stations
1 & 2repaired. Mike felt that there were holes in the grey shed
that needed repair.

Newsletter editor (Phil Cole) — present

Phil was content and happy too.

Website editor (Micah Stroud) — not present
Still working on the web site as he has time.

New Field Committee

Dave left a message with WM but hasn't gotten back to him.
Wanted to get weather info if available. Also had a mock up of
the plague he wants to present to BART in appreciation for let-
ting us use their field. June will mark the 20th anniversary of our
rel ationship.

Will reported that the website accepting suggestions on ways to
use the Zanker siteis delayed. Lady he spoke with on the phone
did not want to talk until the page was up. Heard that it may take
2 to 3 yearsfor the city to make a decision.

Secretary’s report —

Frank was content and happy also, had nothing additional to
report from the board meeting.

Snacks —

Brought by Dale! (applause).
Frank had the raffle stuff there!
Event reports —

None this month.

Upcoming Events —

Will mentioned that the Memorial Day IMAA giant scale event
istill in the planning stages. There have been rumors of taking it
back to Castle AFB, holding in Salinas, Fresno, etc.

Dave had flyers for the giant scale event in Salinas to be held
April 24th thru the 26th.

Old Business

Will is till working on our Federal Tax status. Mike knows of
several companies that would be willing to donate labor.

Outstanding items

Fence next to the main gate, and the smaller one south of the
track need mending.

Roster of heli pilots who have been soloed to fly from the pilot
stations.

New Business

Will mentioned that he wants to rearrange the frequency board in
the impound to make room for more 2.4GHz pins.

Break
Show and Tell —

Jake brought in a Gizmo, that is, a plane called that, that he fin-
ished recently. The planeis designed and kitted by alocal mod-
eler in the west bay, and the parts look like they were taken from
SIG’'s Something Extra but in a high wing configuration. Pow-
ered by a .46 engine and weighing in at 5 pounds should be lots
of funtofly.

Phil about a year ago brought in some A123 packs made from
Dewalt battery packs and the matching motor. He finally finished
repairing the plane he intends to put it into. Many will remember
the pink thing, a pattern plane he ballasted up to 14lbs. so he
could use it for turbine plane practice. Has an additional 9 to 12
oz. of fiberglassin thetail now. Looks real good, and hopesto fly
it next month. Packs are configured 12s2p giving him 40V!

Mike has subscribed to R/C Reports for several years now and
had an issue to show us. Unfortunately, thiswasthelast one since
the magazine has recently run onto hard times. Was a good mag-
azine with honest reviews and will missit.

Brandon had the buggy he bought at the flea market last year.
Had to realign the drive train, but itsfinally running well without
problems. If you are interested in trying it do et him know.

SAD Patch

Grant while trying to take off his T-28, got his fingers crossed
and somehow ended up using the airspace over the pilot stations.
It looked like he was going to recover, but ended up flying into
the plastic catch fencing between stations 1 and 2, tearing it to
bits (both the fence and plane!).

Nick while flying his T-34 on a buddy box with Dave, found the
plane suddenly had amind of its own and tried to pitch down into
the ground. Daveinitially thought Nick was doing this on pur-
pose, but when he took over to catch it, found that the plane
didn’t respond to his commands either.

Kunal was buddy boxing with Karl. He was looking at a T-34,
when control was passed to him, and realized that his plane
should have been a Cherokee. When hefinally got hold of the sit-
uation, discovered atree wasin his plane’s way, and unfortu-
nately the tree won.

And the Winner — Kunal! Since he could not make it to the meet-
ing tonight, he actually emailed Frank with the sad story. Be



careful what you ask for? Congratul ations! Product Recall: Spektrum DX6i transmitters with date
codes 807E, 808E, 809E, 810E, 811E, 812E, and 901E

Raffle —
«  VQModels P-51 ARF - Dan Sievert Attention DX6i Users
e Hobbico Voltwatch - Louis C. Romero On January 30, 2009, Horizon Hobby, Inc. issued a service bulletin

for Spektrum DX6i transmitters due to a concern of potential issues

* 6 Minute Epoxy - Rich Sauneuf with stick potentiometers. Consumers were strongly advised to con-

e Thin CA - Will Sievert duct atest to see if symptoms of these potential issues were present.
e Thick CA - Will Sievert After closely monitoring the situation, Horizon has determined that

] ] we need to physically inspect all DX6i transmitters with date codes
*  Hobbico CS-60 Servo - Louis C. Romero containing 807E, 808E, 809E, 810E, 811E, 812E, and 901E, includ-
«  GP Accuthrow Meter - Darrell Carpenter ing those ending in “US”, “UK”, or “DE”. The date code will be

found inside the battery compartment.
*  Foam Rubber - Frank Goto .
If your DX6i has one of these date codes

*Stop using your transmitter.
Next Month - World Models T-34 ARF «Click hereto request ashipping call tag to return your DX6i to Hori-

Meeting ended —?PM zon.

. ] *You may also e-mail the Horizon Hobby Product Support team
Next meeting - Thursday, March 12th @ 7:30PM productsupport@horizonhobby.com to request a shipping call tag;
please put “DX6i Transmitter Recall” in the subject line and include
your shipping address, daytime phone number, and the date code
from your DX6i.

e GPHandy Mounts - Guru Mysore

S h el d on ’S ﬁ «If you have any questions, you can call us at 877-504-0233.

*Only the transmitter needs to be returned. Please remove your bat-

HObbleS ,(\ . teries prior to shipping.

\\\\\ *Horizon will pay for all ground shipping within the United States

and Canada.

*Each transmitter will beinspected for theissue, repaired or replaced
~d if necessary, and returned as soon as possible. We will work as
quickly as possible, but we ask for your patience.

*Dueto the possibility of replacement, please document for your own
records any model programs prior to shipping.

eInspected, repaired, or replaced DX6i transmitters will have date
codesendingin“CM”, “LH", “HA”", or “X”. No further action will
be needed on transmitters with those suffixes.

*Consumers outside the US and Canada should contact their local
retailer or distributor. International distributors may be found here.

If your DX6i does not have the listed date code

Bayside Members:
Mention this ad for 10% discount

*DX6i owners whose transmitters do not have the above date codes

are still advised to follow the January 30th service bulletin.

*Aswith al R/C aircraft, please check your controls prior to each
flight.

Horizon Hobby and the
Spektrum team apolo-
gize for thisinconve-
nience. Your safety and
enjoyment of the hobby
areour first and fore-
most priority.

If you have any ques-
tions please call 1-877-
504-0233.




2009 Contest and Fly-In Schedule

NCRCS - Northern California R/C Society

March

14 Open B Combat - Battle of Britain @ EBRC, Livermore, CA.

21 Fun Fly @ SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA.

21-22 Pattern @ Yuma, AZ.

April

4 T-34 Triangle Series @ Fresno Radio Modelers, Fresno, CA.

4-5 5th Annual IMAC @ Salinas Area Modelers, Chualar, CA.

18-19 Pattern @ Riverside, CA. Bob Gillespie

11-12 Float Fly @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, CA.

18 Warbird Race @ Fresno Radio Modelers, Fresno, CA.

18-19 Pattern @ Riverside, CA.

18-19 IMAC @ LVRC - Bennett Field, Las Vegas, NV.

24-25- 27th Annual Bob Francis IMAA Giant Scale Fly-In @ Salinas

26 Area Modelers, Chualar, CA.

25-26 Open House @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, CA.

26 WAM Fun Day @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, CA.

25 Swap Meet @ SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA.

26 Spring Swap Meet/Picnic @ Fresno Radio Modelers, Fresno,
CA.

May

2 Electric Jet Fly-In @ SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA.

2-3 Pattern @ BARCS, Richmond, CA.

2-3 IMAA Giant Scale Fly-In @ Fresno Radio Modelers, Fresno,
CA.

9 T-34 Triangle Series @ Madera R/C, Madera, CA.

16 100 Lap Race @ Vaca-Valley R/C, Vacaville, CA.

16 Spring Fun-Fly @ Livermore Flying Electrons, Livermore, CA.

16-17 Pattern @ Hemet, CA.

17 Community Day @ Vaca-Valley R/C, Vacaville, CA.

22-23- IMAA West Coast Festival @ Eagle Field, Firebaugh, CA.

24-24

23-24 IMAC @ Bear Mountain Fliers, Arvin, CA.

30-31 Pattern @ Fresno Radio Modelers, Fresno, CA.

30-31 2nd Annual Ukiah Prop Busters Fly-In @ Ukiah R/C, Ukiah,
CA.

June

6 Warbird Fly-In @ SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA.

6 Open House @ Vaca-Valley R/C, Vacaville, CA.

6-7 Pattern @ Whittier, CA.

6-7 IMAC @ RC Flyers Unlimited, Modesto, CA.

12-13- West Coast Get-Together @ Northern California Radio

14 Control Unlimited Flyers, Redding, CA.

13 T-34 Triangle Series @ Salinas Area Modelers, Chualar, CA.

13-14 Spring Warbird Fly-In @ Fresno Radio Modelers, Fresno,
CA.

20 Diesel Fest @ SACRC, Union City, CA.

26-27- 33rd Annual Dan Sullivan Memorial Scale Contest @ Ukiah

28 R/C, Ukiah, CA.

27 Slope Marin @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, CA.

27-28 Pattern @ Oakdale, CA.

28 Fun Fly @ Vaca-Valley R/C, Vacaville, CA.

July

11 19th Annual Memorial Fun Fly @ Salinas Area Modelers,
Chualar, CA.

11 Scale Fun Fly @ Vaca-Valley R/C, Vacaville, CA.

11-12 Annual Invitational Air Show @ SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA.

18 Summer Fun-Fly @ Livermore Flying Electrons, Livermore,

CA.

25 Open B Combat - Mount Diablo Face-off 1 @ EBRC,
Livermore, CA.

24-25- Wings of Victory @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, CA.

26

26 Control Line ARF Stunt Contest @ Woodland-Davis, Davis,
CA.

25-26 IMAC @ Camarillo, CA.

August

8 T-34 Triangle Series @ Fresno Radio Modelers, Fresno, CA.

15 Annual Swap Meet @ Gold Country Flyers, lone, CA.

15 Electric Fly-In @ SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA.

15-16 Giant Scale Fly-In @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, CA.

15-16 Goyet Control Line Stunt Contest @ Woodland-Davis, Davis,
CA.

22 Pattern @ SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA.

22-23 10th Annual IMAA Fly-In @ Salinas Area Modelers, Chualar,
CA.

29 Warbird Race Finals @ SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA.

30 Fun Fly @ Vaca-Valley R/C, Vacaville, CA.

September

5 Swap Meet @ SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA.

5 Fall Fun-Fly @ Livermore Flying Electrons, Livermore, CA.

7 1st Annual Labor Day Fly-In @ Salinas Area Modelers,
Chualar, CA.

12 T-34 Triangle Series @ Modesto/Oakdale, Oakdale, CA.

12 Community Day @ Vaca-Valley R/C, Vacaville, CA.

12 19th Annual Flea Market @ Bayside R/C, Fremont, CA.

19-20 Pattern @ Wavemasters R/C, Hollister, CA.

17-18- Fresno Jet Rally @ Fresno Radio Modelers, Fresno, CA.

19-20

25-26- Meet and Meat Control Line Stunt @ Woodland-Davis, Davis,

27 CA.

26-27 Golden Age Fly-In @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, CA.

26 Open B Combat - Mount Diablo Face-off 2 @ EBRC,
Livermore, CA.

26-27 Waldo Pepper WW | Fly-In @ SACRC, Union City, CA.

October

3 T-34 Triangle Series Finals @ SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA.

9-10-11 Jet Fly @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, CA.

10-11 Pattern @ Sacramento Area Modelers, Sacramento, CA.

3 Electric Fly-In @ SACRC, Union City, CA.

10-11 Warbirds Fly-In @ Fresno Radio Modelers, Fresno, CA.

17 10th Annual Volts (Electric) Fly-In @ Salinas Area Modelers,
Chualar, CA.

17-18 Pattern @ Antelope Valley Tailwinds, Lancaster, CA.

18 Fall Swap Meet/Picnic @ Fresno Radio Modelers, Fresno,
CA.

24 Slope Marin @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, CA.

24-25 Pattern District Championships @ Arvin, CA.

25 100 Lap Race @ Vaca-Valley R/C, Vacaville, CA.

31 Annual Auction @ Bayside — Holy Spirit Church, Fremont,
CA.

November

7 Swap Meet (indoor) @ SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA.

7 Warbird Race @ Madera R/C, Madera, CA.

28-29 Farewell Open House @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, CA.

December

5 Toys-for-Tots @ Salinas Area Modelers, Chualar, CA.

6 Bob Whitacre Memorial Toys-for-Tots Fly-In @ SCCMAS,
Morgan Hill, CA.

31 New Years Eve Party and Night Fly — 11pm — 1lam @ Fresno
Radio Modelers, Fresno, CA.




Track Notes
March 2009

It has been awet February and the track has been mostly under
water, | sure am looking forward to dry weather. First thing we
need to do is start planning to repair or maybe change up the
big track, There also has been some talk about mixing up the
small track as well. Where's Alex? | say it's getting close to
that time again, Are you ready?

What do you think?
Ron Watson
onthrottle@gmail.com
(408)823-3766

UNITED PRINTING COMPANY INC.

For a great many years now, the owner of the United Printing Com-
pany Inc. has provided us with our gorgeous club cards free of
charge. He was once a member of the club and loved flying airplanes.

He provides me with extra cards for the inevitable mistakes that |
make when writing your names.

His staff prints, collates, staples, addresses and stamps our Flightline
ready for the postman. Sometimes thisis done on short notice just for
us. He also provides me with extra copiesthat | send to all new mem-
bersand | store some in the impound shed for anyone who is just
thinking of joining the club.

If you are in need of something printed, contact him at the address on
the back of the card or aduplication of his business card in the Flight-
lineitself. We thank him profusely for his generosity.

Will Sievert

13" Annual
Spring Swap Meet

Saturday, March 28, 2009
8 a.m. until we're done
at
WARD HENDRICKS FIELD*

Oakdale, California

$15 per space
For information contact
Paul Klahn at (209) 962-6404

Open Rying to all AMA members after the swap meet.

*Directions: Take HWY 120 north of Oakdale to 26 Mile Road, turn north on
26 Mile Road, turn right on Eastman Road (just north of Woodward Lake),
! mile to Peld.

www.rcl3yersunlimited.com

o

1740-C Junction Ave, San Jose
California 95112 USA
Tel (408) 451-1155 - Fax (408)-451-1156




2009 AMA CHARTER

The renewal process for 2009 is over. |
have received the charter material from
AMA, completed all of the requirements
of AMA to re-charter our club by delet-
ing all of the members who have not
renewed, added new members, applied

for insurance for our field location and
our club house, and returned everything to AMA.. | have yet to
receive our charter document in return as of thiswriting.

Not important to you reading thisissue of the Flightline because
you have renewed for 2009, but anyone who renews after Febru-
ary 28, 2009 will be asked to pay ¥z of the Initiation Fee. Some-
thing to remember for next year. We can now look forward to
many new members for 2009.

WILL SIEVERT

TREASURER’'S REPORT 1/09
BBQ, Mileage, Fliers $165.14
Meeting goodies $66.71
Nor Cal $100.00
Capita One, Office supplies | $121.81
United Printing $365.46
Track equipment $250.00

FLYING IN HEAVEN

Over the years, | quote that we loose over a 100 members every
year and then we get that many new membersall over again. The
reasons | give are that members move, lose interest, perhaps run
out of money and afew die. We have had afew diein past years
but this last couple of years seems like we are outdoing the
record. | have forgotten the last name of the member that bought
the quad for our use but he has been gone for only a short while,
including the member that suffered a heart attack at the field and
died. The next was my neighbor, John Yearwood, followed by
Maurice Burton, Don Coon and most recently is Gerald Cardinal .
Gerald has been ill for some time now.

Aswe mourn our past members, some of uswould rather choose
the other options | gave earlier asto why some of them are not
here any more. If you happen to notice one of our elderly mem-
bers with eyes closed, hasn’t moved or said something for afew
minutes, give them anudge to seeif they are till here.

Will Sievert

PERSIAN CULTURAL FESTIVAL

We have been approached by a group in Fremont to use our field
for ayearly Festival. They will cometo thefield on April 3and 4
to prepare the area to the right of the gate for the event just asthe
Pirates of Emerson have done for years. Their event will then be
aoneday event on April 5which would normally be our monthly
BBQ day. Obviously there will be no BBQ on that day. The fol-
lowing Monday will be aday for them to remove everything that
isleft.

They will be using our parking lot on the 51 and so apartial clo-
sure of the field will take place. By this, it means that members

may fly SLOW FLYING ELECTRICS if they are willing to park
in the heli area next to the fence along Warm Springs Boulevard.

If your electric cannot be flown within the confines of the run-
way to the north, you may not fly. SLOW FLYING means
SLOW FLYING!!! A T-28 isnot aslow flying aircraft.

Festival parking will take place where the Pirates cleared the area
in alignment of the runway to the north. Thisisthe reason for
slow flying aircraft staying within asmall area. When the Pirates
were using that areafor parking, | noticed many aircraft flying
low over my head when | visited that area during the time that the
Pirates event was taking place last year.

Helicoptersmay fly inthe heli areaif you recognize that your car
will be parked there along with the others. You must park there
also. R/C cars may be driven,,,,., ..., if you park your persona
car inthe heli areaalong all of the rest of the members. | suppose
it could get crowded there.

Theideaaboveisto provide maximum parking for the visitors of
the Festival. Obvioudly, the Festival organizers will be compen-
sating us for our effort to make their stay as convenient as possi-
ble. We are not providing any labor. No one is being asked to
offer assistance for them. Thiswill be effort less earnings on our
part.

Think of April 5 asaday that it rained and you could not fly any-
way.
Will Sievert

Bayside RC Club membersare eligiblefor a 10% discount.




A Crosswind For Sally

“We'rein big trouble now,” said the president of the Two-

City Radio Controllers during the new business portion of the
club meeting. “We' ve received a letter from the Minnesota
Human Rights Department. It says that they have noticed that all
of the namesin our roster are male names. They point out that all
of our officers are men, and that our board of directors has been
all malefor the entire history of the club. Thisis proof of defacto
sexism, they claim, and we must mend our discriminatory ways
or lose our charter as a non-profit corporation.”

Several club membersroseto their feet. “Unfair!” “Not true!”
“Bureaucrats!” they shouted.

The president gaveled the meeting to order and motioned for the
members to resume their seats.

“1 know that we' ve never consciously excluded women from the
building and flying part of our hobby,” the president continued.
“Our wives participate in picnics, fun fly events and the annual
banquet. But for some reason, thru no fault of our own, no
woman has ever been aregular active flyer in our club.”

The room broke into pandemonium. At first, epithets were hurled
at state government. Plansfor retaliation were suggested, such as
not paying the club’s property tax. Finally, when order was
restored, discussion centered upon why the Two- City Radio
Controllers had no lady pilots. Women participate in most other
sports—they play golf, ride horses, fly full-size airplanes, etc.
There arelots of women auto mechanics. Why not R/C flyers?

“Perhaps we allowed an unwholesome and untrue image to
develop,” suggested one club member who had been contemplat-
ing the predicament. “ They probably think that our flying field is
alot of mud, blood and beer,” he said. “They hear termslike
‘crap traps' and ‘horney hinges,” but they don’t know that the
roughest language we useisan occasional ‘| ain't gotit!” and that
the strongest drink consumed after club meetingsis root beer.
The truth is we would love to have some lady flyers at the field,
but there just doesn’t seem to be any of them interested.”

“Well, guys,” the president interjected, “we had better get some
of them interested pretty soon. If we lose our articles of incorpo-
ration, we lose our field.”

In the discussion that followed, many schemes were proposed,
and most of them were implemented in the weeks that followed.
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Months went by without recruiting a single female pilot. All
efforts failed and the future looked grim.

Then one day Sally appeared at a club meeting.

She was wearing a black skirt with adlit up the side, black patent
leather high heels, ared silk blouse and a white leather jacket.
She had long brown hair. Her blue eyes were accentuated with a
hint of eye shadow, and her red lipstick matched her blouse. She
held a Falcon 56 fuselage under one arm, and she balanced a
wing in her other hand. The red, white and blue airplane matched
her outfit perfectly.

“Hi,” she said demurely as she stood in the doorway of the meet-
ing room. “Would someone like to inspect my servos?’

Never in the history of the Two-City Radio Controllerswas a
novice to receive so much help from so many experienced flyers.

In the flying season that followed, Sally progressed from a begin-
ner to an expert. Her rapid rate of achievement was due not only
to the nearly unlimited assistance of the club membersbut also to
her own natural ability as abuilder and flyer. Her attractiveness
was matched by her remarkable talent for building and flying R/
C airplanes. Her interest was genuine. She liked the attention she
received, and she enjoyed the camaraderie of her fellow flyers.
But most of all, she thoroughly enjoyed the thrill of flight.

“I’ve sat in the seat of a747,” she said. “There's no feeling of
flight at all. I'veridden in alight airplane and I’ ve soared in a
sailplane too—there's a bit more there. But | redlly feel the thrill
of flight when my feet are planted firmly on the ground and a
light summer breeze is blowing thru my hair and my Sig Kougar
isturning final, settling in for atouch and go.”

Sally made good use of the generous assi stance she received
from the other club members. Before long she had flown nearly
every airplanein the club: hot pattern ships, unlimited-class sail-
planes, scale biplanes, pylon racers and giant scale.

“1 love them all,” she explained. The more airplanes that she
learned to fly, the better she became at flying any one of them.
Like abunch of suitors, club memberstried to woo her interest in
their favorite type of airplane. Some of them even switched
modes so they could teach her to fly their airplanes.

After experimenting with avariety of R/C airplanes, Sally finally
decided to concentrate on Pattern. As the date of the club’s



annual contest drew closer, Sally was observed practicing certain
aerobatic maneuvers more and more frequently. Speculation
arose as to whether she would enter the contest.

Dawn broke on the first day of the Two-City Radio Controllers
Annual Open Pattern and Sport Scale Contest. It was the begin-
ning of awarm August day with light winds and a clear blue sky.
Asusual, Sally was the center of attention.

She was wearing awhite tennis skirt and ayellow golf shirt with
white tennis shoes and yellow socks. Her hair was pulled back
into aponytail that poked thru the expansion space in the back of
her Two-Cities Radio Controllers cap.

Her field box was covered with yellow and white vinyl. It had
large black calligraphic letters spelling SALLY across the side.
Her airplane was a Dirty Birdy epoxy-painted white with yellow
lace and jonquils airbrushed onto the wing and stabilizer. Yellow
and white lace ribbons on her transmitter revealed her frequency
to be 72.960 MHz.

“If I were to change frequencies, I’ d have to buy anew ward-
robe,” she explained.

When her name was called for round one, she picked up her air-
plane and transmitter and she carried them to the ready box. She
required no caller because she had memorized the maneuvers.
Not having to talk to acaller left more time to concentrate on fly-
ing, she had discovered.

Sally engaged the onboard glow driver and started the engine
with one flip of the prop. The sun glinted off the glossy wings
and the polished tuned pipe as Sally’s airplane taxied into the
takeoff position. Sally stood beside the judges seated in folding
chairs near the edge of the runway. Shouts of “Go for it, Sally”
and “Show ‘em how it's done” were heard from the spectator
area, as all eyesfocused upon Sally and her airplane. But Sally
tuned all that out. Her concentration was devoted solely to her
airplane.

“Take-off starting now,” she announced to the judges. She
advanced the throttle slowly and held a slight amount of right
rudder as the airplane accelerated slowly at first, then faster. It
lifted into the air after passing by the judges’ position and transi-
tioned into a steady wings-level climb. Sally flicked the retract
switch with her left forefinger. The landing gear snapped up.

Sally listened to the engine and observed the effect of the wind
drift as she flew the plane around the field in preparation for
entering the first maneuver. A slight crosswind meant that com-
pensating for rudder had to be used in most maneuvers, she noted
to herself.

“Double stall turn—starting now,” Sally announced as the plane
approached the center of the field. Asthe plane passed before the
judges, it arched straight up and began to slow. Sally reduced the
throttleto afast idle. Asthe plane stopped, full left rudder rotated
the planein place, and it dropped straight down with a slight wig-
gleof itstail. Sally continued to hold alittle left rudder to prevent
the plane from drifting with the crosswind as it passed the judges
again and pulled up into asecond stall turn, rotated in place to the
right and dropped with another tiny wiggle, leveling out at the
exact same heading and altitude as the entry. “Complete,” she
said.

Applause burst forth from the spectators.

The remaining maneuvers of the Advanced Pattern were equally
successful, receiving eights, nines and tens from the judges.
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After awell-flared and bounceless touchdown in front of the
judges, Sally received a standing ovation of cheers and applause.

Sally’sfinal standing in the contest did not go unnoticed by other
flyersin Minnesota. Attendance at contest and fun fly events
increased dramatically. People came to see Sally fly, and they
enjoyed flying more when they were flying with her. Saly’s fly-
ing did not go unnoticed by women spectators either. When
asked by other women why she enjoyed Pattern flying, Sally
responded, “It combines the grace and beauty of figure skating
with the excitement of Grande Prix racing. | wish more women
would try it.”

Indeed more women did try it. Because of Sally’s example, more
women joined the Two-City Radio Controllers.

There was Julie. She was fond of outdoor sports like backpack-
ing and canoeing. Her sailplane was often seen above theriver
bluffs circling among the migrating hawks.

Alice gave up decoupage and macramé which she didn’t find
challenging enough, to build scale models instead. She was
asked, after winning a scale contest, if her Spitfire was really an
appropriate subject for awoman to fly. “Why not?’ she replied.
“Women ferried Spitfires for the RAF during the Battle of Brit-
an.”

Lucy became a star of model air shows. She pointed out that at
last women were giving up the rough stuff like wing walking to
become pilots.

Heidi preferred the silent art of flying her Gentle Lady two-meter
sailplane. She hopes to become the first female Level Fivein the
League of Silent Flight.

Shirley didn't mind her reputation of being a fast woman. Her
original design Quiche Me Quick won many pylon races.

Asthe years went by, the women flyers had a profound influence
upon the club. Coffee and croissants were served at club meet-
ings. Flowers were planted around the pits. The extraincome
from the overflow crowds at air shows and contests built a club-
house at the field where afternoon teawas served. A Victorian
gazebo was built in the spectator area. It was screened in so that
children could play without interrupting the flying. A low hedge
of well-trimmed honeysuckle bushes provided a decorative bar-
rier between the pits and the runways.

It was truly a halcyon time for the Two-City Radio Controllers.
By their dedication and hard work, the ladies became the major
contributing influence in the club. In fact, their numbers grew to
exceed the number of males.

The men welcomed this because the women maintained thefield,
they ran the business affairs of the club, and they were effective
in keeping the club treasury filled with money. The men devoted
all their time to building and flying and socializing and they left
the work to the women—a dream come true for the men.

Then one day aletter arrived.

“We're in big trouble now,” said President Sally during the new
business portion of the club meeting. “We' ve received a letter
from the Minnesota Human Rights Department. It says that they
have noticed that the women in our club...”

Reprinted from Model Aviation, October 1984.
From “At The Field” by David P. Andersen.
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