
Bayside R/C Club Web Site:www. baysi der ccl ub. com

Next Meeting
Club meetings are held on the second Thursday of 
every month at “ The Hangar” . The next meeting will 

be at 7:30 p.m., Thursday, December 11

ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO BE THERE!
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You Have Permission
Permission is hereby granted, unless specifically 
noted otherwise, to republish any article appearing 
in The FLIGHTLINE. Please mention The FLIGHT-
LINE and BAYSIDE R/C Club, Inc.

The FLIGHTLINE
BAYSIDE R/C Club, Inc. AMA #1411 

Fremont California

December  2008

Bayside R/C Club Officers
President .............. Pete Kontorinis ..... 510-393-5734
Vice President ..... Dan Sievert ............ 925-443-2604
Treasurer ............... Will Sievert ........... 408-379-2520
Secretary .............. Frank Goto............. 510-713-1212
Chief Instructor .... Dave Neves ........... 510-794-8065
Field Manager ...... Jorge Salinas ........ 408-781-7259
Safety Officer ........ Mike West......................................
Editor ..................... Phil Cole ............... 650-802-9255
Editor’s e-mail ....... newsl et t er @baysi der ccl ub. com

Mission Peak Weather Station
Current Weather at Mission Peak ........ 408-946-9516

STAPLE HERE

Car Track Contacts
Ron Watson .......... ................................ 408-823-3766
Jeff Mitvalsky........ ................................ 408-739-1586

Club Membership: 356

Flight Instruction:
BAYSIDE R/C Club has qualified flight instructors to help 
you get started, solo or just improve your overall skill. 
These members are the foundation of the club and spend 
much of their personal time making the club a success. 
Primary instructors are available on a regular basis. Sec-
ondary instructors can help out on a case by case basis.

AIRPLANE - PRIMARY
Bill Johnson ............ Sat/Sun .........................408-293-1576
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . bj s72t a@msn. com
Mark Glanville .......... Fri/some Wed’s ............408-272-9045
Ben Jensen............... Wed/Fri/Sun ..................510-498-1921
Gene Langley ........... Wed (by appt)/Sat/Sun .510-487-3187
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . genel angl ey@sbcgl obal . net
Dave Neves .............. Wed/Sun .......................510-794-8065
Mike West ................ Sat/Sun .........................408-732-4279
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i f l y i 16@comcast . net

AIRPLANE - SECONDARY
Phil Cole.................... Sat/Sun..........................650-802-9255
George Coward ........ ??? ............................................... ???
Frank Goto................ Sat/Sun..........................510-713-1212
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . i f l y9z- f r ankgot o@yahoo. com
Hal Hirsch ................. ??? ............................................... ???
Rick Klement ........... Any Time ......................408-251-9113
Pete Kontorinis ........ Sat/Sun......................................... ???
Alberto Lanzas ........ Sat/Sun . . . . . r cf l ynpi l ot - sky-
l ane@yahoo. com
Felix Lau
Scott Morasci ........... ? .....................................408-205-4961

scot t . mor asci @sbcgl obal . net
Ran D. St. Clair ......... Sun/by apt.....................650-299-1240
Dan Sievert .............. Sat/Sun .........................925-443-2604
Will Sievert ............... Sat/Sun .........................408-379-2520
Paul Winslow ............ Sat/Sun......................................... ???
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . yat i nw@exci t e. com

HELICOPTER - PRIMARY
Ryan Abbot ............... Sat/Sun . . RT_Abbot t @msn. com
Phil Cole.................... Sat/Sun..........................650-802-9255
Rick Klement ........... Any Time ......................408-251-9113
Jim Miller ................. Sat/Sun .........................408-737-9517
Dave Neves .............. Wed/Sun .......................510-794-8065
Paul Scott ................ Sat/Sun .........................408-497-0678
Sharam Shirazi ......... ??? .................shar am@dal ex. ws
??? means your editor does not have the information
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The Prez Sez..
Hi Everyone,

Our annual Chr istmas Par ty will take 
place once again this year and all mem-
bers and there families are invited. It will 

be held Dec. 11th Thursday evening 
from around 6:30pm-12:00am at the 
Hangar (which is where we have our 
monthly meetings- directions are on the 

Flightline or club web site.) It will be a pot luck type of event so 
bring your best dish or deserts and drinks are also welcome. We will 
also try and get the exterior light on (no guarantee as we don’t have 
the key to the lock box) for outdoor electric flying. The drinks might 
help some of you fly better. If you’ re interested in participating and 
bringing something to the party Dave Neves is keeping track of the 
items so we don’ t have too many duplications. Contact Dave at 
510-794-8065 or  neves.david@ssd.loral.com Hope to see you 
there!

As you all have heard measure “B”  passed by a slim margin. There 
is now a demand for a recount that may occur soon but I can’t see 
them changing the outcome. Listening to the news the other day 
they said they will now need Federal funding to make the BART 
connection to San Jose happen, which they said might be 3-4 years 
away. It seems no one really knows when this is going to happen. 
But in the mean time we will have to start planning for the possibil-
ity of a field closure that may come sooner that later. We need to be 
ready and have a plan in place for storing our field items, acquiring 
a possible interim site until our primary site becomes available 
etc.…. If any one knows of a possible field location for and interim 
or permanent field let us know. It wouldn’ t hurt to ask the owner if 
we can use it or not for a short time. All ideas are welcome. 

I’ ve been able to make it to the field the last couple of weekends 
and the weather couldn’ t have been nicer. It felt like summer! I need 
to get back on the simulator to get my thumbs back in working 
order. I’m a bit out of practice. Anyhow here is the joke of the 
month…

Pete.

This guy goes to a bar that©s on the tenth floor of a hotel. He sits 
down and has a couple of drinks, then stands up, announces loudly 
that he has had enough, and goes over and jumps out the window. 
Now, there are two men who are sitting at a window table, and hav-
ing that natural human curiosity about the grotesque, watch as this 
man plummets to certain death.

Bayside R/C Club

Meeting Minutes

November 13th, 2008
Meeting opened at 7:30

President – Pete Kontorinis – present

Vice President – Dan Sievert – 
present

Secretary – Frank Goto – present

Treasurer – Will Sievert – present

Attendance – 24 members

Introductions 

New member Peter Beckett made it to his first meeting today. New 
to everything. Welcome!

October meeting minutes

October meeting minutes in the November Flightline were 
approved as published.

President’s Report –

Apologized for not making the BBQ on Sunday. Got a last minute 
invitation from Jorge to go fishing on the Delta in a boat, which he 
couldn’t pass up!

Ballots are still being counted but looks like Measure B will not 
pass at this time. If it does not, BART may propose a shorter run to 
end in Milpitas.

We’ ll have our usual Christmas party in place of our meeting next 
month. As always, it is a pot-luck affair so please contact Dave 
Neves to let him know what you’ ll be bringing.

VP report – 

Nothing to report. Apologized for being late, traffic was really bad.

Treasurer’s report –

4 new members this month, welcome to Kevin Cole, Robert Sal-
ceda, Peter Beckett and Don Baril. We currently have a total mem-
bership of 353!

Will gave a report on the auction. We sold 192 items this year for a 
total sales of $6,639, which was generated by 47 buyers. We took in 
$663.90 from this, along with $80 from buy backs and $87 dollars 
from registration or a gross profit of $731.90. This does not include 
the church fees of $1,000, pizza nor $510 in sales that a friend of 
Will©s donated. Will’s friend is not able to fly due to health problems 
and asked Will to sell his items at the auction. The items generated 
$1,020, half went to his friend and the other half generously to us. 

Safety Chairman (Mike West) – present

Mike had no incidents to report.

Mike noticed that one member with an electric, plugged his in bat-
tery and then rather nonchalantly took it to the flightline, not paying 
much attention to where his bodily parts were in relation to the prop 
arc. Reminded all that one should pretend that the prop could start 
spinning at anytime once it is armed.

Bayside RC Club members are eligible for  a 10% discount.

Continued at “ Plummets”  on page 4
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Chief Instructor (Dave Neves) – present

Bob Ingram was soloed for airplanes by Bill Johnson on 10/25. 
Congratulations!

Field Chairman (Jorge Salinas) – not present

Doddie graciously fixed our front gate, which now locks 
securely.

Jim Witkowski organized the effort and did much of the work to 
fix the holes in our taxiways. Thanks!

Fence next to the main gate, and the smaller one south of the 
track need mending.

Newsletter editor (Phil Cole) – present

No problems to report.

Website editor (Micah Stroud) – not present

Micah is working on a nice member page which makes it easy to 
search for members, instructors, etc.!

New Field Committee

No new news tonight.

Secretary’s report – 

Had nothing additional to report as there was no board meeting.

Snacks – brought by Dale! (applause). 

Frank had the raffle stuff there! 

Event reports –

Mike mentioned that we had quite a few flyers take advantage of 
the church hall Friday night before the auction. Will was the star 
of the evening, somehow landing his brand new Vapor on the 
ceiling rafters. Mike and Dave got knocked it down with a roll of 
toilet paper the next morning. Amazingly there was no damage to 
the plane.

Upcoming Events –

Again, Christmas party next meeting!

Old Business

Pirates have been asked for more dole, as they are using more 
space than originally agreed.

New Business

Scott asked that someone look into the property he found north of 
237 near 880.

Break – 8:15 to 8:30PM

Show and Tell –

JP brought in yet another plane, this time a Kadet that he bought 
at the auction all ready to go for $100. Plane is 8lbs. and is over-
powered with a .90 engine, but this makes it perfect for carrying 
payloads like a camera and other experiments he wants to do.

Mike M had his recent purchase from Victor’s, a Parkzone Blade 
MCX. It is so stable with its twin rotor that almost anyone can fly 
it on the first try. Came with everything all ready to go for $129. 
He and other members had fun flying in the Hangar as time 
allowed. Optional glow in the dark rotor blades and landing skids 
are available.

SAD Patch 

Frank doing a low roll over the runway thought he was flying a 
T-28, not the actual F-16 he was. Roll characteristic are different 
on the two, the F-16 needing more altitude, so ended up pancak-
ing it on the runway.

Bernard first time out with the Ultrasport he got at the flea mar-
ket for $20, wisely had Mike take it up for a few trim flights. 
After getting a few pointers, Bernard took it up and seemed to be 
doing fine. Called for a landing, which another pilot did not 
understand. Crashed while Bernard was explaining his inten-
tions.

Dave Marshall on the first flight of an ARF Corsair, found out 
the hard way that it was tail heavy. Wanted to snap roll on take 
off, and went first to the left, then right and then left again. Dave 
was trying to correct as best he could. Unfortunately the ground 
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39152 Fremont Hub
Fremont, CA 94538
510-796-2744
ht uf r emont ca@yahoo. com
5% Discount to Bayside Members

won out.

Will was having an awful day with his trainer in that he couldn’t keep 
the motor running. All his flights ended in deadsticks. The last one 
caught him a bit off guard and ended up hitting the side of a freight car 
with a big “CLANG!” .

And the Winner – Dave for all the effort he put in trying to save his 
plane. Congratulations!

Raffle –

• Fokker DVII EP ARF - Jack Goodfriend

• Fokker DR1 EP ARF - Mark Otto

• Voltwatch - Dave Neves

• Ernst Ultra Stand - Brandon Kontorinis

• 30 Minute Epoxy - Jack Goodfriend

• 5 Minute Epoxy - Will Sievert

• Thick CA - Darrell Carpenter

• Thin CA - Ellsworth Crowell

• 1/4”  Protective Foam Rubber - Mike Van Zee

Next Month - ??

Meeting ended – ??PM

Next meeting (i.e. XMAS Party!) - Thursday, November 11th @ 
7:30PM

However, just as he is about to hit the ground, he rights himself, 
pulls his feet underneath himself, and lands gracefully. He then 
turns and comes back into the building. Naturally, the two men 
are amazed. The guy comes back into the bar, orders a few 
drinks, then repeats the process. The two men at the window 
seat are astounded! When the guy returns and repeats the proce-
dure AGAIN, the two men stop him before he jumps and ask 
him how on earth he does that. He replies “ It©s simple, really. 
There©s an air vent down by the ground, and if you catch the 
updraft, you can right yourself and land on the ground with no 
problems.”  Then he proceeded to jump out the window again. 
Well, these two men decided that they just HAD to try this, so 
they jumped out the window, and SPLAT! -- made a mess hit-
ting all over the ground. 

Meanwhile, the first guy has made it back up to the bar. When 
he sits down to order his drinks, the bartender says “Superman, 
you can be a real *&$#*( when you©re drunk!”  

Plummets

Some Auction action photos to fill a bit of space.
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�
Welcome back to the Bayside R/C Club Inc.  You may use this application to 
renew your membership  or use a regular application at the field.  Please use 
one application for each renewing member and complete all of the 
information requested.  A late fee of ½ of the Initiation Fee will be charged if 
you do not renew before March 1 of the current year.� PRIOR TO 
GRANTING YOUR RENEWAL, YOU MUST SHOW PROOF OF 
INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR THE NEW YEAR . Make a copy of your 
insurance card, and place it with your check for the proper fee with this 
completed form in an envelope and mail it to:  Will Sievert, Treasurer, 18866 
Afton Ave., Saratoga, CA 95070.    Make checks payable to the Bayside R/C 
Club.             �
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                                   GENERAL RULES 
 
1. In addition to these rules, the current AMA National Model Aircraft Safety Code applies at the Bayside 

R/C Club flying field. 
2. You must be a member of the Bayside R/C Club Inc. or the guest of a member to fly at the Bayside 

field. Guest fliers must have current AMA membership.  The sponsoring Bayside member is responsible 
for ensuring that the guest understands these rules and is competent to fly. 

3. No member is permitted to fly an aircraft unassisted (solo) unless approved by a Bayside instructor. 
4. No pilot may fly an aircraft without a Field Marshal present, and at least 2 adults must be present. 
5. All aircraft must pass technical inspection before being flown for the first time or after major repair and 

have a sticker attached to the aircraft, visible from the exterior.  Special inspections may be provided on 
request. Special inspections are to be performed by a member of the board only.  Aircraft over 80 “ 
wingspan require a special inspection. 

6. All aircraft must pass a radio range check performed prior to the first flight of the day. Fixed wing aircraft 
must pass a full engine power range check. 

7. A battery voltage check must be performed prior to each flight to ensure satisfactory and safe battery 
voltage. 

8. All aircraft must be equipped with suitable mufflers. 
9. You must have your name, address, phone number and AMA number in your aircraft. 
10. All transmitters must be properly impounded in the impound shed or stowed away out of the pit area 

(such as in a vehicle) when not in possession of the frequency pin. 
11. Current membership (or AMA) cards must be used to show frequency use in radio impound. 
12. Frequency pins must be placed on the transmitter before removing radio from impound, and before 

turning on the transmitter. 
13. Pilots must stand in one of the 5 flight stations (helicopter area excepted). Hovering  and other low “3D” 

maneuvers must be on far side of runway when other pilots are flying. 
14. Airspace boundaries are: 

*The runway, extending to the north and south boundary.  (Helicopter area excepted) 
* Grimmer Blvd. to the north                    *Absolutely no flying over NUMI property or RV lot 
*The fence bordering the RV area to the south      *The railroad tracks to the west 
Helicopters may fly in the “heli” area, but must not fly over Warm Springs Boulevard. Helicopters flying 
in the aircraft area are to fly in the normal pattern. 

15.  Normal permitted flying hours:   
       *Gliders & Electrics- 7:30AM to sunset. *Power- 8:AM to sunset 
16. Loudly announce all intentions to taxi, take off, land  or cross runway.  A spotter is required at                     
      the flight stations prior to retrieval of any aircraft from the flying area. No takeoffs from the  
      taxiways. 
17. Operating models while impaired by any substance is not permitted. 
18. No spectators are permitted in the pit area without permission from a club member. 
19. Pets must be confined by a leash. Clean-up after your pets! 
20. Use test run area north of the pits to tune and/or break-in engines, NOT in the start-up area. 
21. Do not pit on the picnic tables. 
22. Do not pit in the start-up area.  Remove all equipment after each flight. 
 
All members and guests are responsible to know and adhere to these basic field rules. It is the responsibility 
of the Field Marshals to take action regarding any rule violations. Field Marshals have the authority to stop 
anyone from flying at Bayside for repeated violation of rules.  Suspension or expulsion from the club will 
result from over-flying NUMI or RV lot property, or flagrant disregard of the field rules. 
Field Rules Overview 
The Bayside R/C Club has rules that generally follow what most R/C clubs utilize. We adhere to AMA safety 
guidelines. We have rules that help to make us good neighbors to surrounding businesses.  We have 
extremely strict rules with respect to flying within our air space.  Flying beyond our field limits MAY result in 
disciplinary action up to and including removal from the club.  Almost all of our rules are directed towards not 
over flying our neighbor’s property lines, hence the need for technical inspections and Field Marshals.  
While the field rules are strict and we have put enforcement in place........IT IS AN ABSOLUTE THAT IT IS A 
MEMBER’S RESPONSIBILITY TO KNOW AND ABIDE BY THE RULES. NO EXCUSES, NO 
EXCEPTIONS. 
 
 
 
 



1740-C Junction Ave, San Jose
California 95112 USA
Tel (408) 451-1155 - Fax (408)-451-1156

Northern California R/C Society 2008 
Contest and Fly In Schedule

December

6 Toys for Tots @ Salinas Area Modelers, Chualar, CA. 

7 
Bob Whitacre Memorial Toys for Tots FlyIn @ SCC-
MAS, Morgan Hill, CA. 

31 
New Years Eve Party and Night Fly – 11pm – 1am @ 
Fresno Radio Modelers, Fresno, CA. 

TRACK NOTES
December 2008

Where did the time go? The holi-
days are upon us. I what to thank 
and say Merry Christmas to all 
the club members This has been 
a great year and you guys are the 
BEST!

This last month new dirt was 
brought in and the big track was renovated. Thanks to Jeff 
Mitvalsky, Aaron Weule, Nate Tramel, Mike Wood, Mike 
Johnson, Alex the Oval Man, Dennis Lang, Steve Camron and 
Jerry for their time and effort to make this happen. The cost of 
this renovation was $390.00 and the donation drive was suc-
cessful! 

Thanks go out to: Wild Bill, Dennis Lang, Vishal, Steve Cam-
ron, Kurt Olund, Mike Wood, Alex the oval man, Mike 
Johnson, Steve Guerrero, Jeff Mtivalsky, Greg Cunha, Lee 
Zhang, David Hii, Art Osterback, Aaron Weule, Pete Seyra-
nian, Ed Martinez, Carlos Martinez, Nate Tramel, Alex Schilp-
eroort, Jorge Ta’a, Clint Ohlde, Jeremy Brandol. You guys and 
your support are what makes this track happen! 2009 is upon 
us. Membership is growing. This Hobby will not stop and nei-
ther will we. Thank you to our supporting Hobby Shops: D&L 
Hobby, Victors Hobbies, Hobby Town, Sheldon’s Hobbies and 
R/C Unlimited.

2009 Car Track Positions Available

1. Six Track Marshals: Reports to Track Manager and Club 
Officers. Responsibilities: Keeping members following 
club rules, non-member enrolment drive, track safety

2. Track Notes editor : Reports to Track Manager. Responsi-
bilities: Monthly Track Notes article, taking and posting 
pictures, promoting our club.

Please E-Mail Onthottle@gmail.com if you are interested in 
any of these positions. Contact Ron Watson Or Jeff Mitvalsky 
By Feb. 28 2009

Bayside Members:

Mention this ad for 10% discount

Sheldon’s
Hobbies

ALVES MFG 1/5 TH SCALE SPRINT CAR WITH 
ZENOAH 23 CC G2D GAS ENGINE.

INCLUDES ONE NEW EXTRA G2D ENGINE AND A TON 
OF EXTRA PARTS.

$1500 OR BEST OFFER.      CALL BOB 408 + 946-0959

Auctioneer Tom Minger extracts bids from tight-wad 
modelers. John Bazzanella and Pete Kontorinis are 
busy recording who bought what “treasures”.
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RENEWAL TIME IS HERE

The deadline for renewal is December 31st. If you do not rejoin 

by the 31st, you are not a member of the club. You therefore do 
not have the privilege of operating R/C equipment at the field. 
You should not fly an airplane or helicopter or drive a car even if 
you do have insurance. You have known all year that this time 
would come.

Please don’ t assume that if you have a host, he or she would 
allow you to fly or drive a car. We have a rule that says that if a 
person who wants to join the club can fly or drive for 3 times 
with a host present. This is for prospective members who are 
thinking about joining the club, not someone who simply did not 
plan to rejoin the club on time.

Be aware of another deadline. AMA will send a roster to me to 
coordinate my roster with theirs and delete or add new members. 
If you do not renew your membership to the club by February 28, 
I will delete your name from the club and when you do wish to 
rejoin the club, you will be asked to add ½ of the $50 Initiation 
Fee. You must have your renewal envelope postmarked February 
28 or I will send it back to you for more money.

On January 1, 2009 and thereafter in 2009, do not use any other 
card but the new 2009 light blue club card or a 2009 AMA card. 
The new gate combination lock will be installed at the gate as 

soon as I can visit the field, probably the 1st weekend of January. 
(Jan.3, 2009). If you are there before I am, first use the old com-
bination and then the new one.

Will Sievert

TREASURER’S REPORT 10/2008

CLUB REFRESHMENTS $70.00

TRACK IMPROVEMENT $284.48

BBQ,MILEAGE $268.51

FFD EXPENSE $29.49

NOR CAL $80.00

FLIGHTLINE $336.12

CLUB RADIOS $65.24

BADGEMAKERS $55.77

STAMPS $184.28

BADGE TAGS $434.36

OVERPAYMENT $27.50

HOLY SPIRIT CHURCH $1,700.00

Tips & Tricks
A Couple of Building Hints

How many times have you used the household iron and been 
jumped on for leaving sticky stuff on it? Have you used iron-on 
film and had the color pigment stick to the iron and bleed to 
another section leaving streaks and marks on the second color 
(red on white, for instance)?

Solution: Heat the iron, put some salt on any sheet of paper and 
rub the iron over the salt. PRESTO! Iron face back in pristine 
condition.

—From the Tingalpa Transmitter in Australia

When drilling a hole in balsa, the wood has a tendency to splin-
ter out and make a nasty mess where the drill bit exits. Drip a 

few drops of thin Hot Stuff1 around the exit area of the drill bit 
and let it cure. You can now drill a hole and the wood will hold 
together much better. It may still splinter out some, but not 
nearly as much. This method also works great when drilling 
wing hold-down holes on built-up wings.

—From the Windy Flyer newsletter, Downers Grove, Illinois

1.A brand of CA

TREASURER’S REPORT 9/2008

Secretary of State $20.00

FFD $474.97

Cash/FFD $53.04

Track expense $150.00

OSH, new gas can $20.18

Nor Cal $80.00

Badge maker $160.88

Trainer replacement FFD $259.96

BBQ $193.32

Flightline $336.12

Overpayment $27.50

Badgemakers $48.26

BBQ $125.54
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The following article is fiction and should not, under any circum-
stances, be taken seriously. This imaginary tale is presented for 

its humor and entertainment value only.

It nearly caused a range war.

R/C flyers in Minnesota have long known that migrating flocks 
of ducks, geese and other birds can be maneuvered much as a 
sheep dog can control sheep. An R/C model can move a flock to 
the left or right, or even turn it around. Collisions are unknown. 
It’s great fun.

Trouble started when duck hunters in northern Minnesota 
annoyed a local R/C club by hunting too close to their flying 
field.The flyers responded by diverting the birds away from the 
duck blinds. The duck hunters retaliated by getting airplanes of 
their own. Before long, camouflaged floodplains arose from the 
duck blinds to regather the scattered flocks and guide them back 
into the range of the awaiting ground fire.

Monokote flashed in the sun as nimble escorts flew protective 
cover for the massed formations of ducks. Facilitating intercep-
tors engaged them from below. Swirls of castor oil contrails 
formed above the lakes and marshes of Minnesota as the models 
wheeled and swooped. The conflagration eventually spread to 
the whole state.

Thump, thump, thump went the shotguns. Buzz, roar, zing went 
the models. Quack, quack, quack went the ducks. Debris of 
feathers and balsa fluttered to the ground as the battle raged 
above the thousands of lakes.

Fortunes were made as hobby shops rushed in for the profits to 
be made on Almost Ready To Fly airplanes and model supplies. 
Gun shops began stocking propellers, while bait shops cleared 
their shelves for glow fuel. Cyanoacrylate glue could be pur-
chased in every gas station, and Zap-A-Dap-A-Goo sold for $5 
per tube.

Each year, a temporary peace came with the end of the hunting 
season. As has happened many times in the past, technology 
originally developed for conflict evolved into a peaceful sport. 
And so was born the contest event known as “Duck Herding.”

It was created by merging the rules of Scottish sheep herding 
contests with the rules of AMA Glider Duration. The guidelines 
were simple:

• Take off

• Find some ducks

• Bring’em home

Points were awarded for the number of ducks gathered overhead, 
while points were deducted for elapsed time. The objective was 
to gather many birds as quickly as possible. 

The event grew in popularity. Duck herding contests were held in 
many small towns in Minnesota. There were new airplane 
designs specialized for climbing and gathering. Onboard elec-
tronic duck calls quacked during the search phase; servo operated 
mufflers barked like dogs during guidance; and miniature radars 
and head-mounted binoculars with head-up LCD displays 
appeared.

As the technology advanced, duck herding grew expensive. In an 
attempt to limit cost, Sportsman and Expert classes were created. 
Laser range finders, onboard video and GPS receivers were 
restricted to the Expert class. It didn’t help. Nor did the simpli-
fied Fun Duck rules. Participation in competitive duck herding 
declined, and the popularity shifted to noncompetitive herd-ins.

The final blow to the sport came when an animal rights group 
formed a rare alliance with the hunting lobby, seeking a restraint 
against duck herding, arguing that it was animal harassment.

Today, northern Minnesota is quiet. The hastily built airstrips that 
once dotted the landscape have become overgrown with sand-
burs, and the hobby shops have been converted to gourmet coffee 
shops. A few flyers occasionally gather in Hibbing and Warroad 
to reminisce about the old air battles.

Graying pilots can be seen chatting in truck stops and bait shops. 
As they tell and retell their stories, their hands twist and dive 
above hot cups of coffee.

Reprinted from Model Aviation, September 1997

From “At the Field”  by David P Andersen
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