
Bayside R/C Club Web Site:www. baysi der ccl ub. com

Next Meeting
Club meetings are held on the second Thursday of 
every month at “ The Hangar” . The next meeting will 

be at 7:30 p.m., Thursday, April 9

ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO BE THERE!
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You Have Permission
Permission is hereby granted, unless specifically 
noted otherwise, to republish any article appearing 
in The FLIGHTLINE. Please mention The FLIGHT-
LINE and BAYSIDE R/C Club, Inc.

The FLIGHTLINE
BAYSIDE R/C Club, Inc. AMA #1411 

Fremont California

Apr il 2009

Bayside R/C Club Officers
President .............. Pete Kontorinis ..... 510-393-5734
Vice President ..... Dan Sievert ............ 925-443-2604
Treasurer ............... Will Sievert ........... 408-379-2520
Secretary .............. Frank Goto............. 510-713-1212
Chief Instructor .... Dave Neves ........... 510-794-8065
Field Manager ...... Jorge Salinas ........ 408-781-7259
Safety Officer ........ Mike West......................................
Editor ..................... Phil Cole ............... 650-802-9255
Editor’s e-mail ....... newsl et t er @baysi der ccl ub. com

Mission Peak Weather Station
Current Weather at Mission Peak ........ 408-946-9516

STAPLE HERE

Car Track Contacts
Ron Watson .......... ................................ 408-823-3766
Jeff Mitvalsky........ ................................ 408-739-1586

Club Membership: 266

Flight Instruction:
BAYSIDE R/C Club has qualified flight instructors to help 
you get started, solo or just improve your overall skill. 
These members are the foundation of the club and spend 
much of their personal time making the club a success. 
Primary instructors are available on a regular basis. Sec-
ondary instructors can help out on a case by case basis.

AIRPLANE - PRIMARY
Bill Johnson ............ Sat/Sun .........................408-293-1576
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . bj s72t a@msn. com
Mark Glanville .......... Fri/some Wed’s ............408-272-9045
Ben Jensen............... Wed/Fri/Sun ..................510-498-1921
Gene Langley ........... Wed (by appt)/Sat/Sun .510-487-3187
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . genel angl ey@sbcgl obal . net
Dave Neves .............. Wed/Sun .......................510-794-8065
Mike West ................ Sat/Sun .........................408-732-4279
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i f l y i 16@comcast . net

AIRPLANE - SECONDARY
Phil Cole.................... Sat/Sun..........................650-802-9255
George Coward ........ ??? ............................................... ???
Frank Goto................ Sat/Sun..........................510-713-1212
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . i f l y9z- f r ankgot o@yahoo. com
Hal Hirsch ................. ??? ............................................... ???
Rick Klement ........... Any Time ......................408-251-9113
Pete Kontorinis ........ Sat/Sun......................................... ???
Alberto Lanzas ........ Sat/Sun . . . . . r cf l ynpi l ot - sky-
l ane@yahoo. com
Felix Lau
Scott Morasci ........... ? .....................................408-205-4961

scot t . mor asci @sbcgl obal . net
Ran D. St. Clair ......... Sun/by apt.....................650-299-1240
Dan Sievert .............. Sat/Sun .........................925-443-2604
Will Sievert ............... Sat/Sun .........................408-379-2520
Paul Winslow ............ Sat/Sun......................................... ???
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . yat i nw@exci t e. com

HELICOPTER - PRIMARY
Ryan Abbot ............... Sat/Sun . . RT_Abbot t @msn. com
Phil Cole.................... Sat/Sun..........................650-802-9255
Rick Klement ........... Any Time ......................408-251-9113
Jim Miller ................. Sat/Sun .........................408-737-9517
Dave Neves .............. Wed/Sun .......................510-794-8065
Paul Scott ................ Sat/Sun .........................408-497-0678
Sharam Shirazi ......... ??? .................shar am@dal ex. ws
??? means your editor does not have the information
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Prez Sez...
Members,

Hi everyone, been busy as usual. The 
end is now in site April 15th will finally 
be my last day at United. This article 
will be short since I’m at work trying to 
write but keep getting interrupted. Last 
month’s article which I try to add some 
humor to somehow left out the jokes 

punch line. I will see if I can find the rest of it and send it out again. 
My sense of humor is not that dry!

Not much new to report on the new field as of late. I will send out a 
mass e-mail if something changes or comes up in between monthly 
news letters. By the time you get this news letter the Persian cultural 
festival would have taken place at our field which will bring in 
much needed funds. Hope this didn’t inconvenience all you plane 
fliers. BBQ day will have also been canceled. With the Pirates of 
Emerson paying us much less than usual we thought it was a good 
source of income. If all goes well we may make this a yearly event. 
What’s one day without flying! Ok, I know some of you are twitch-
ing just thinking of missing on day. It will be ok; the withdrawal 
symptoms will go away shortly. 

Thanks to everyone who helped fix the generator. Will, Dan and 
Frank mochas gracias! Also a big thanks to all the hard working car 
track maintenance team who keep the tracks groomed and ready for 
racing. Still have a couple field issues to resolve, one being to reseal 
the shed since it leaks pretty bad when it rains. I don’t want to ruin 
the PA system or get mold growing in the shed. Also the starts up 
area blast fences need to be re-drilled and secured to the fence again 
if someone is up to the task there are tie wraps in the red shed. I 
haven’t heard any other complaints otherwise. Volunteer when you 
can and let me know who was involved so I can write you up in the 
monthly article. 

The weather was beautiful this weekend and I hope everyone was 
able to get out and enjoy it. According to Frank the turn out has 
been pretty low. I’m sure the turn out will increase as well as mem-
bership, once the weather gets warmer.

Below is the joke that was missing the punch line. No time to look 
for a new one got to get back to work. 

A married couple was in a terrible accident where the woman©s face 
was severely burned. The doctor told the husband that they couldn©t 
graft any skin from her body because she was too skinny. So the 
husband offered to donate some of his own skin. However, the only 
skin on his body that the doctor felt was suitable would have to 
come from his buttocks. 

The husband and wife agreed that they would tell no one about 
where the skin came from, and requested that the doctor also honor 
their secret. After all, this was a very delicate matter.

After the surgery was completed, everyone was astounded at the 
woman©s new beauty. She looked more beautiful than she ever had 
before! All her friends and relatives just went on and on about her 
youthful beauty!

One day, she was alone with her husband, and she was overcome 
with emotion at his sacrifice.

She said, “Dear, I just want to thank you for everything you did for 
me.  There is no way I could ever repay you.”

“My darling,”  he replied, “ think nothing of it. I get all the thanks I 
need every time I see your mother kiss you on the cheek.”

Pete

Bayside R/C Club

Meeting Minutes

March 12th, 2009
Meeting opened at 7:30

President – Pete Kontorinis – present

Vice President – Dan Sievert – 
present

Secretary – Frank Goto – present

Treasurer – Will Sievert – present

Attendance – 24 members

Introductions 

New member David Launchbury made it to his first meeting 
tonight. Pete took over his job at United when Dave retired. Cur-
rently flies all electrics but may start with nitro using a control line 
plane. Welcome!

February meeting minutes

Were approved as published. The punch line in Pete’s piece was 
missing, look for it next month.

President’s Report –

Working 2 jobs until the 15th, hoping that United doesn’t extend the 
date.

A Persian cultural festival will be held on April 5th. Since they need 
lots of parking members are asked to leave their cars in the heli fly-
ing area along Warm Springs or outside the fence on Warm Springs. 
Members will probably be asked to show their membership card, 
otherwise there will be a charge for parking. Members are requested 
to fly slow flying airplanes, preferably electrics, in that the north 
side of the field will become a parking lot also. Setup is on Saturday 
before and Monday afterwards which will impact our ability to fly 
planes also. The event should generate a couple grand or so. Our 
BBQ will be moved to the Sunday afterwards.

VP report – 

Dan had nothing to add.

Treasurer’s report –

Welcome to new members Richard Johnston and Roger Williams. 
Total membership currently is 265.

Safety Chairman (Mike West) – present

Mike had no incidents to report.

Chief Instructor (Dave Neves) – present

Nick Lygizos soloed for fixed wing aircraft with a T-34. Had to do 
his three landings from both directions with a stiff crosswind so he’s 
ready to fly in anything. Wants to go T-34 racing now! Congratula-
tions!

Field Chairman (Jorge Salinas) – not present

Need to fix plywood blast shields in the pit areas. Wire ties are 
available in the shed, need someone to remember to bring a drill. 
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Newsletter editor (Phil Cole) – present

Nothing additional to add.

Website editor (Micah Stroud) – not present

Still working on the web site.

New Field Committee

Dave mentioned that the dump site should be closed for good in 
May. Will reported that the first meetings discussing uses for the 
Zanker site won’ t occur until May.

Secretary’s report – 

During the board meeting, Will reported that he was working on 
the Federal tax documents and that we would next have to fill out 
a form that was a little over a hundred pages long!

Snacks – 

Brought by Dale! (applause). 

Frank had the raffle stuff there! 

Event reports –

None this month.

Upcoming Events –

Will mentioned that the first T-34 race was coming up on the 4th 
in Madera.

Ken mentioned that EBRC was having another Open Combat B 
event this weekend.

Old Business

None this month.

Outstanding items

Fence next to the main gate, and the smaller one south of the 
track need mending, roof of grey shed, re-arrangement of fre-
quency boards in the impound for more 2.4Ghz pins.

New Business

None

Break - 7:50 - 8:03

Show and Tell –

Jake brought in yet another kit build, this time a slope pylon 
racer for the SBSS single design racing series. Will be flying it at 
Los Banos also. Can be ballasted up to 41oz and of course nicely 
finished with Brodak paint

SAD Patch 

Guru crashed his trainer during a take off. For whatever the rea-
son his plane started flying east toward the parking lot just after 
leaving the ground. Not liking the direction it was headed, 
decided to ground the plane and ended up hitting the tarmac 
between a Porsche and Corvette. The driver in the Porsche was 
probably napping and got a rude awakening.

Frank forgot to set the rates on his foamy and ended up nose first 
on the runway after about 4 very quick rolls. Also belly flopped 
his Extra when his engine went out in a hover. 

Dave while flying his T-28 low and inverted over the runway, ran 

out of juice in his batteries. Ended up doing a perfect 2 point 
landing on the tailwheel, er, rudder and canopy.

Phil was out with his Venus one day late in the afternoon when a 
silhouette of a plane is what you see when flying. Ended up spin-
ning due to low airspeed and couldn’ t figure it out. Had to pull or 
push the elevator but ended up going the wrong way.

And the Winner – Guru! Isn’t everyday you see such precision in 
“ flight” . Congratulations!

Raffle –

• World Models T-34 ARF - Dale Kunkle

• Duratrax Precision Tool Kit - Phil Cole

• Ernst Ultrastand - Jake Chichilitti

• 6 Minute Epoxy - Dave Neves

• Expanded Scale Voltmeter - Dan Sievert

• Metric Ball Driver Set - Dale Kunkle

• 4-Way Wrench - Brandon Kontorinis

• GP Accuthrow Meter - Darrell Carpenter

• GP Handy Mounts - Bob Ingram

• Liquid Masking Film - Brandon Kontorinis

Next Month - Great Planes Cherokee ARF

Meeting ended – 8:24 PM

Next meeting - Thursday, April 9th @ 7:30PM
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39152 Fremont Hub
Fremont, CA 94538
510-796-2744
ht uf r emont ca@yahoo. com
5% Discount to Bayside Members

WHAT IS OUR FUTURE?

There is no doubt that our flying site will 
become a BART station. The question is 
when? A BART contact told us last year 
that we would need to leave by June of 
this year. Then we were told that this date 
had been extended to the end of he year 
2009. One more extension became 
March 31 of next year with the reminder 

that we need not look forward to any time beyond that date. One 
other contact told us that a phone call in June of this year might 
lead to information of some delay to extend our time. 

With the thought that there may not be any extensions, plans are 
being made for the worst possible scenario and where we may 
move our possessions in that event. BART is looking for possible 
space owned by BART where we may locate our possessions for 
a time before an actual flying site may be found. Other sites are 
being sought and considered.

The Waste Management site is not ready. It could have been 
ready years ago if they had not developed the idea that if they 
increased the angle of the surrounding slope, much more garbage 
could be deposited there and would then extend their stay on site. 
At present, no more garbage will be deposited much beyond July 
of this year. As is done through out the site, some “dirt”  will be 
placed on top of the last deposits. Transmission lines have long 
been in place and will be completed to carry the inevitable meth-
ane gas to the recycle center below on the property. The area 
below will then be a transfer station for future garbage.

The top surface of the land fill will then be planed to be slightly 
domed to allow water to flow off the top. Thereafter, 5 feet of 
“clay”  will be deposited on the entire surface area, again in a 
slightly domed profile. The clay will form an impermeable cap to 
prevent the methane from dissipating through the surface and 
water from seeping down to the garbage. This is scheduled to 
take “up to a year” . The next step is to have the site certified by 
the agency that certifies land fills. No time or date declared for 
this activity.

Presumably, we can then make plans for occupying the site. Con-
tacts have been made with a man who makes it possible for R/C 
clubs to occupy such locations. Waste Management is amenable 
for this to happen as it has in the past many times over. Also, the 
man in charge of the land fill has been talking to us for years and 
he likes the idea of us being there.

The club is also looking at an alternate site that would be desir-
able as well. This property is located at the intersection of high-
way 237 and Zanker Road.

A portion north of Zanker would be a perfect site. The area south 
of Zanker would be acceptable as well. A thought that comes to 
mind is, will we want more property than they would be willing 
to allot to one activity.

In its infinite wisdom, the city of San Jose has determined how-
ever, that it will take 3 years for it to determine which organiza-
tions and activities will acceptable on these properties. Meetings 
will start in May for organizations to declare their desire to uti-
lize the property.

In the future, if you hear or read BART’s plans, be sure that you 
observe or notice what is being said. Separate their plans for the 
San Jose Extension (SJX) and the Warm Springs Extension 
(WSX). There is no doubt that the SJX is years away because of 
money problems. The WSX will be developed long before the 
SJX. The question is when of course. Remember what has been 
said so far in this article. Perhaps this is the time for a few 
prayers to create delays in the progress of our site. Give it a 
thought.

Will Sievert

Bayside RC Club members are eligible for  a 10% discount.
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2009 Contest and Fly-In Schedule
NCRCS - Northern California R/C Society

April
4 T-34 Triangle Series @ Fresno Radio Modelers, Fresno, CA.
4-5 5th Annual IMAC @ Salinas Area Modelers, Chualar, CA.

18-19 Pattern @ Riverside, CA. Bob Gillespie
11-12 Float Fly @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, CA.
18 Warbird Race @ Fresno Radio Modelers, Fresno, CA.
18-19 Pattern @ Riverside, CA.

18-19 IMAC @ LVRC - Bennett Field, Las Vegas, NV.
24-25-
26

 27th Annual Bob Francis IMAA Giant Scale Fly-In @ Salinas 
Area Modelers, Chualar, CA.

25-26 Open House @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, CA.

26 WAM Fun Day @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, CA.
25 Swap Meet @ SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA.
26 Spring Swap Meet/Picnic @ Fresno Radio Modelers, Fresno, 

CA.

May 
2 Electric Jet Fly-In @ SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA.
2-3 Pattern @ BARCS, Richmond, CA.
2-3 IMAA Giant Scale Fly-In @ Fresno Radio Modelers, Fresno, 

CA.

9 T-34 Triangle Series @ Madera R/C, Madera, CA.
16 100 Lap Race @ Vaca-Valley R/C, Vacaville, CA.
16 Spring Fun-Fly @ Livermore Flying Electrons, Livermore, CA.
16-17 Pattern @ Hemet, CA.

17 Community Day @ Vaca-Valley R/C, Vacaville, CA. 
22-23-
24-24

IMAA West Coast Festival @ Eagle Field, Firebaugh, CA.

23-24 IMAC @ Bear Mountain Fliers, Arvin, CA.

30-31 Pattern @ Fresno Radio Modelers, Fresno, CA.
30-31 2nd Annual Ukiah Prop Busters Fly-In @ Ukiah R/C, Ukiah, 

CA.
June 
6 Warbird Fly-In @ SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA.

6 Open House @ Vaca-Valley R/C, Vacaville, CA.
6-7 Pattern @ Whittier, CA.
6-7 IMAC @ RC Flyers Unlimited, Modesto, CA.

12-13-
14

West Coast Get-Together @ Northern California Radio 
Control Unlimited Flyers, Redding, CA.

13 T-34 Triangle Series @ Salinas Area Modelers, Chualar, CA.
13-14 Spring Warbird Fly-In @ Fresno Radio Modelers, Fresno, 

CA.

20 Diesel Fest @ SACRC, Union City, CA.
26-27-
28

33rd Annual Dan Sullivan Memorial Scale Contest @ Ukiah 
R/C, Ukiah, CA.

27 Slope Marin @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, CA.
27-28 Pattern @ Oakdale, CA.

28 Fun Fly @ Vaca-Valley R/C, Vacaville, CA.
July 
11 19th Annual Memorial Fun Fly @ Salinas Area Modelers, 

Chualar, CA.

11 Scale Fun Fly @ Vaca-Valley R/C, Vacaville, CA.
11-12 Annual Invitational Air Show @ SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA.
18 Summer Fun-Fly @ Livermore Flying Electrons, Livermore, 

CA.
25 Open B Combat - Mount Diablo Face-off 1 @ EBRC, 

Livermore, CA.
24-25-
26

Wings of Victory @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, CA.

26 Control Line ARF Stunt Contest @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, 
CA.

25-26 IMAC @ Camarillo, CA.
August

8 T-34 Triangle Series @ Fresno Radio Modelers, Fresno, CA.
15 Annual Swap Meet @ Gold Country Flyers, Ione, CA.
15 Electric Fly-In @ SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA.
15-16 Giant Scale Fly-In @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, CA.

15-16 Goyet Control Line Stunt Contest @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, 
CA.

22 Pattern @ SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA. 
22-23 10th Annual IMAA Fly-In @ Salinas Area Modelers, Chualar, 

CA.

29 Warbird Race Finals @ SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA.
30 Fun Fly @ Vaca-Valley R/C, Vacaville, CA.
September
5 Swap Meet @ SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA.

5 Fall Fun-Fly @ Livermore Flying Electrons, Livermore, CA.
7 1st Annual Labor Day Fly-In @ Salinas Area Modelers, 

Chualar, CA.
12 T-34 Triangle Series @ Modesto/Oakdale, Oakdale, CA.

12 Community Day @ Vaca-Valley R/C, Vacaville, CA.
12 19th Annual Flea Market @ Bayside R/C, Fremont, CA.
19-20 Pattern @ Wavemasters R/C, Hollister, CA. 
17-18-
19-20

Fresno Jet Rally @ Fresno Radio Modelers, Fresno, CA.

25-26-
27

Meet and Meat Control Line Stunt @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, 
CA.

26-27 Golden Age Fly-In @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, CA.
26 Open B Combat - Mount Diablo Face-off 2 @ EBRC, 

Livermore, CA.

26-27 Waldo Pepper WW I Fly-In @ SACRC, Union City, CA.
October 
3 T-34 Triangle Series Finals @ SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA.
9-10-11 Jet Fly @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, CA.

10-11 Pattern @ Sacramento Area Modelers, Sacramento, CA. 
3 Electric Fly-In @ SACRC, Union City, CA.
10-11 Warbirds Fly-In @ Fresno Radio Modelers, Fresno, CA.

17 10th Annual Volts (Electric) Fly-In @ Salinas Area Modelers, 
Chualar, CA.

17-18 Pattern @ Antelope Valley Tailwinds, Lancaster, CA.
18 Fall Swap Meet/Picnic @ Fresno Radio Modelers, Fresno, 

CA.
24 Slope Marin @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, CA.

24-25 Pattern District Championships @ Arvin, CA.
25 100 Lap Race @ Vaca-Valley R/C, Vacaville, CA.
31 Annual Auction @ Bayside – Holy Spirit Church, Fremont, 

CA. 

November
7 Swap Meet (indoor) @ SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA.
7 Warbird Race @ Madera R/C, Madera, CA.
28-29 Farewell Open House @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, CA.

December
5 Toys-for-Tots @ Salinas Area Modelers, Chualar, CA.
6 Bob Whitacre Memorial Toys-for-Tots Fly-In @ SCCMAS, 

Morgan Hill, CA. 

31 New Years Eve Party and Night Fly – 11pm – 1am @ Fresno 
Radio Modelers, Fresno, CA.
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TREASURER’S REPORT Feb 2009

Track expense $10.00

NorCal $100.00

BBQ and mileage $153.73

Allied Waste $68.32

AMA Charter $150.00

Stamps, switch assembly for 
sprayer

$201.69

Track Notes
April 2009

We are going to build a new big track layout this month! Are 
you ready? Have you signed up this year for our track mainte-
nance program?

If not, you need to be a part of this effort! This maybe the last 
track at this location.

Club members need to assist in policing our track. Too many 
people using our track, are they all members? So much time, $ 
and effort have been spent by a few members have a great 
place to run their stuff. You should be proud of our club and 
what we have. All members should invite non-members to join 
and be a part of this great club. This is our club and our dirt and 
our sweat!

We have been having trouble with the club’s generator. I have 
spoken with the board members and hope to have it repaired 
for the approaching club’s season as we expect growth to con-
tinue to last years membership and beyond... To think we may 
have 80+ car members by summer’s end!

Electric 1/8 scale cars/trucks have increased 10 fold since 
introduced to our club by the man Mike Johnson! Mike is 
always on the cutting edge!

Flash: I have heard that Aaron has taken a podium spot @ Nor 
Cal standing aside 2 factory Kyosho drivers! And Mike runs 
though traffic like they are not there, starting in the back of the 
pack ending up to the B-main and to the A-main! I told you all 
these are the guys to watch!

Let’s give it up to Mike and Aaron!

WHO’S NEXT?

Ron Watson

onthrottle@gmail.com

(408)823-3766

1740-C Junction Ave, San Jose
California 95112 USA
Tel (408) 451-1155 - Fax (408)-451-1156

Bayside Members:

Mention this ad for 10% discount

Sheldon’s
Hobbies
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ON THE SAFE SIDE
Think Again—Blink Again!

by Don Nix, Insider Safety Column Editor

In my last column (In the Blink of an Eye), I told of a personal 
mishap with CA adhesive. Shortly after that issue went online, 
reader Darwin Hawkins of Kansas responded with his own per-
sonal incident:

“A few years back I put some CA on a rather involved joint. Hit it 
with the kicker and the joint exploded in my face. I had not 
noticed that a pool of it had formed in a corner. Lucky for me, I 
had my reading glasses on, as the CA splattered right into the line 
of vision in the center of my right lens and actually etched the 
plastic in several places. I still have those glasses. They hang on 
the end of the pull cord I use to turn on the light over my work 
bench. I can never turn on that light without being reminded that 
safety glasses can save your eyes. Who would have ever thought 
you need safety glasses when working with CA?”

Thanks, Darwin. Personal experiences from you readers out there 
are usually more interesting—and likely to be taken seriously—
than anything I can preach about. Keep ‘em coming on any sub-
ject related to safety.

Since writing the previous column, I remembered a second per-
sonal experience with CA that threatened to be more serious than 
just getting my face spattered. I can’ t imagine any modeler who 
hasn’ t read the warnings on CA bottles about minimizing the 
inhalation of fumes, using with plenty of ventilation, etc. How-
ever, I have to admit that I sometimes become pretty casual about 
such warnings, especially after using a particular product for a 
while without incident.

These days, we are inundated with a virtual Niagara of warnings. 
So much so that they become like wallpaper, and our eyes glaze 
over when reading them. Because of the litigious society we live 
in these days, lawyers insist manufacturers warn about every pos-
sible hazard, however slight the likelihood or how silly it might 
seem. For example, some manufacturers of model propellers are 
putting stickers on them saying something like “Do not put fin-
gers in spinning propellers.”  Uhhh … yeah. As the old saying 
goes, “ It’s impossible to make anything foolproof, because fools 
are so ingenious!”

After using CA for years with no problems, I had assumed I was 
immune to any adverse effects. Well, we all know what happens 
when we assume something.

Staying up late one Friday night, I was doing a lot of sheeting on 
the leading edges of a pair of wings so I could cover them the 
next day. I spent a couple of hours using copious amounts of CA, 
with my face up very close so I could see in all the nooks and 
crannies.

Near the end of the task, I noticed I was beginning to wheeze a 
little, and by the time I cleaned up and made it to bed, I sounded 
like someone in the last stages of emphysema. Having had a 
daughter with severe asthma, I began to realize what she must 
have gone through in many of her attacks.

I spent the next two nights propped up about 30° in my bed so I 
could breathe. The first thing I did the next day was to order one 

Tips & Tricks
Wires

Get a hold of a junk VCR and take it apart. Quite often there are a 
lot of wire harnesses in it. While the wire is other colors, as well 
as black and red, it is high quality and works very well for RC 
hookups.

Lite Ply Replacement

My favorite material is “doorskins”  to use in place of Lite Ply. 
You can purchase these at your local building supply company 
for around 5 bucks. The sheets are 36-inches wide by 80-inches 
high and about 1/8-inch thick. I have used this in place of Lite 
Ply in fuselage sides, hatches, landing gear mounts, servo 
mounts, etc., and have never had a failure.

Plywood on the cheap

Also along those lines, cabinet makers have birch- and oak-faced 
ply pieces in different sizes 1/4-inches thick, that they will sell to 
you for a responable price. I use these for firewalls, gear mounts 
in bigger airplanes, and you can double them up to make fire-
walls for gas engines.

Hardwood

For spars, I use 1/4 x 8 feet poplar or maple. One board can be 
carefully cut in a table saw with a fine blade (be safe when you 
use power tools). You can cut these in 1/4 x 3/8, 1/4 x 1/2, etc. 
and make enough sticks to last for years!

—all from the First State R/C Club, Willmington, Delaware

of those masks that control such problems. I think the one I 
bought was made by 3M and cost perhaps ten bucks. Yeah, it was 
a bit of a nuisance to wear the thing, but a couple of days wheez-
ing around the house made a believer out of me. And my wife 
thought the Darth Vader look improved my appearance.

Now might be a good time to review the precautionary informa-
tion on the various products you use—household materials as 
well as hobby products. They are there for a purpose, and usually 
because somebody somewhere has suffered ill effects.

I’m always happy to answer reader questions (if I can) at
FLYERDON@aol . com. 

Until next time, happy modeling and flying … safely.

From the 1995 Warped Wings Calendar by Bill Zimmerman
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