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Next Meeting
Club meetings are held on the second Thursday of 
every month at “ The Hangar” . The next meeting will 

be at 7:30 p.m., Thursday, October 8

ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO BE THERE!
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noted otherwise, to republish any article appearing 
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LINE and BAYSIDE R/C Club, Inc.
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Bayside R/C Club Officers
President .............. Pete Kontorinis ..... 510-393-5734
Vice President ..... Dan Sievert ............ 925-443-2604
Treasurer ............... Will Sievert ........... 408-379-2520
Secretary .............. Frank Goto............. 510-713-1212
Chief Instructor .... Dave Neves ........... 510-794-8065
Field Manager ...... Guru Mysore.......... 408-781-7259
Safety Officer ........ Mike West......................................
Editor ..................... Phil Cole ............... 650-802-9255
Editor’s e-mail ....... newsl et t er @baysi der ccl ub. com

Mission Peak Weather Station
Current Weather at Mission Peak ........ 408-946-9516

STAPLE HERE

Car Track Contacts
Ron Watson . . ont hr ot t l e@gmai l . com.......... 408-823-3766
Nate Tramel . . bi ggi n- nat @ear t hl i nk. net .. 408-263-1804

Club Membership: 287

Flight Instruction:
BAYSIDE R/C Club has qualified flight instructors to help 
you get started, solo or just improve your overall skill. 
These members are the foundation of the club and spend 
much of their personal time making the club a success. 
Primary instructors are available on a regular basis. Sec-
ondary instructors can help out on a case by case basis.

AIRPLANE - PRIMARY
Bill Johnson ............ Sat/Sun .........................408-293-1576
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . bj s72t a@msn. com
Mark Glanville .......... Fri/some Wed’s ............408-272-9045
Ben Jensen............... Wed/Fri/Sun ..................510-498-1921
Gene Langley ........... Wed (by appt)/Sat/Sun .510-487-3187
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . genel angl ey@sbcgl obal . net
Dave Neves .............. Wed/Sun .......................510-794-8065
Mike West ................ Sat/Sun .........................408-732-4279
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i f l y i 16@comcast . net

AIRPLANE - SECONDARY
Phil Cole.................... Sat/Sun..........................650-802-9255
George Coward ........ ??? ............................................... ???
Frank Goto................ Sat/Sun..........................510-713-1212
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . i f l y9z- f r ankgot o@yahoo. com
Hal Hirsch ................. ??? ............................................... ???
Rick Klement ........... Any Time ......................408-251-9113
Pete Kontorinis ........ Sat/Sun......................................... ???
Alberto Lanzas ........ Sat/Sun . . . . . r cf l ynpi l ot - sky-
l ane@yahoo. com
Felix Lau
Scott Morasci ........... ? .....................................408-205-4961

scot t . mor asci @sbcgl obal . net
Ran D. St. Clair ......... Sun/by apt.....................650-299-1240
Dan Sievert .............. Sat/Sun .........................925-443-2604
Will Sievert ............... Sat/Sun .........................408-379-2520
Paul Winslow ............ Sat/Sun......................................... ???
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . yat i nw@exci t e. com

HELICOPTER - PRIMARY
Ryan Abbot ............... Sat/Sun . . RT_Abbot t @msn. com
Phil Cole.................... Sat/Sun..........................650-802-9255
Jim Miller ................. Sat/Sun .........................408-737-9517
Dave Neves .............. Sat/Sun .........................510-794-8065
Wolf Witt ................... Sat/Sun .............r cwol f @ymai l . com
Sharam Shirazi ......... ??? .................shar am@dal ex. ws
??? means your editor does not have the information
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Hi Everyone,

I’ ll start off this month’s article with 
the new news about our field situa-
tion. Will received word from his 
contact at Bart that we have till Sep-
tember instead of the March dead line 
that was originally posted. As this 
dead line approached we will get 
word if this is firm or postponed once 
again. I have my fingers crossed!

The flea market that just passed had a lighter turn out than in past 
years. I’m hoping our club Auction which will be held on Octo-
ber  31 (Halloween) gets a big turnout! So mark your calendars 
and rummage through your hangars for stuff you want to get ride 
of and come on out and enjoy the bidding. This year we have 
tried to advertise a bit more. We also have placed an advertise-
ment in this months Model magazine (Thanks to Brandon). If you 
have never been to our club auction you will be surprised at some 
of the great deals that can be had. Bidding usually starts at around 
a dollar. Visit our web site for rules and location of the auction. 

On Oct. 30th at around 9PM the gym where we hold the auction 
will be open for us to fly indoors. So get your electric planes and 
helicopters charged up and join us for some indoor fun. 

I wasn’t able to make last months meeting due to being out of 
town and it looks like I will miss this months meeting as well. 
Dan Sievert will run the meeting in my absence. So if you have 
any issues you would like to be talked about at the club meeting 
let me know and I’ ll get the info to Dan. 

Dave Neves and his wife made a nice card for Alan Harwood that 
is being passed around for signing and donations. Thanks to 
everyone who has signed and generously donated to Alan’s fam-
ily. We will keep the card a couple of more weeks to be sure we 
get as many people to sign and donate if they can before sending 
it out. If you have any pictures or stories you would like to share 
with Alan’s wife Patty you can send it directly to her. Patty Har-
wood, 9108 Sugar St, Cheney, WA 99004 or email her at patty-
harwood@yahoo.com Any donations that did not get in the card 
can also be sent directly to her as well. Thanks again!

Take care!

Pete

BART ACTIVITIES
Recently I received wonderful news. BART is extending our stay till the end of September of next year. You may have heard that we 
must leave by March of next year but that is not true now. Keep those propellers spinning as much as you can for the year that we have 
right now. 

There is always the chance that this date will be extended but I keep thinking that we need to plan for what is before us. We cannot just 
assume they will extend our stay because they have done so many times in the past. We can then be grateful for any further extension. 
Don’ t be confused by reports that you may hear that BART does not have the money for further extensions unless they specifically des-
ignate the 5.4 miles to our site and not the extension to San Jose. They do not have the money for the extension to San Jose and may not 
for as long as ten years! Not my prediction, this is what I hear and read from people in the know.

WILL SIEVERT

Bayside R/C Club

Meeting Minutes

September 10th, 
2009

Meeting opened at 7:34

President – Pete Kontorinis – not 
present

Vice President – Dan Sievert – late

Secretary – Frank Goto – present

Treasurer – Will Sievert – present

Attendance – 20 members

Introductions 

None tonight.

August meeting minutes

Were approved as published.

President’s Report –

Couldn’ t make it tonight since he was working in Portland.

VP report – 

Dan was late tonight so Will led the meeting until he made it.

Treasurer ’s report –

Will gave this vital report. 5 new members this month. Welcome 
to Steve Hoyt, Jeffrey Bradbury, Richard Hamlin, Q.V. Hunynh 
and George Ferrari! We currently have 287 members.

Safety Chairman (Mike West) – present

No incidents this month.

Chief Instructor (Dave Neves) – present

Guru Mysore was soloed by Mark Glanville on August 1st. Wolf 
Witt was soled by Dave for foamies September 6th. Wolf also 
became a heli instructor that same weekend. Congratulations!

Field Chairman (Guru Mysore) – not present

No work planned.
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Newsletter editor (Phil Cole) – present

Everyone seemed to have gotten the Flightline on time! Member 
submissions are always welcome!

Website editor (Micah Stroud) – not present

Micah added a simple survey to our website.

New Field Committee

Will had some good news for us, BART will be extending our  
stay until the end of September ! Zanker site will be collecting 
information until 2011 unfortunately.

Secretary’s report – 

No addition info from the board meeting to add.

Snacks – 

Will brought the snacks tonight! (applause). 

Frank had the raffle stuff there! 

Event reports –

Thanks to everyone who helped out at Family Fun Day. Looks 
like the club will be in the red approximately $300 but was a suc-
cessful event otherwise.

Upcoming Events –

Open house at PCC on October 24/25th. Lunch will be free if you 
donate an hour or so of work there.

Old Business

None this month.

New Business

Dave had the thank you plaque Bayside will present to BART.

Former member Alan Harwood passed away recently from com-
plications caused by a brain tumor. Dave is getting a condolence 
card ready for his family and collecting donations to help them 
out.

Membership dues for next year will be collected as usual. If the 
field should close in September, one will have the option to get a 
pro-rated refund of dues or continue to be a member. If one opts 
for the refund, one would have to pay 1/2 the initiation fee to 
rejoin in the future.

Break - 8:07 - 8:23

Show and Tell –

Ken had a sloper he built from plans from the internet. It took him 
longer to paste the 8”x10”  sheet together than to build it! Material 
is fan fold foam, available at home improvement stores and cost 
him the grand sum of $2! Weighs about 8oz ready to fly.

SAD Patch 

Guru took full advantage of his newly earned solo status. 
Crashed his trainer then approximately 15 minutes later, crashed 
another plane that a member loaned him.

Er ic lost his Chipmunk when his radio locked up.

The wings on a trainer Dave was flying during FFD folded, 
barely missing the hearse owned by the “pirates” .

Phil managed to keep his 4 year FFD tradition (of carnage) alive 
by taking the landing gear off of a Nextstar. 

Br ian crashed his helicopter fairly badly due to radio failure. Did 

a really long chicken dance.

And the Winner – Br ian! First crash ever in four years of 3Ding! 
Congratulations!

Raffle –

• Helimax CX RTF Heli - Ken Martinez

• Sullivan Electric Fuel Pump - Dick Pevehouse

• Sullivan Aluminum Stopper - Jake Chichilitti

• 30 Minute Epoxy - Will Sievert

• 6 Minute Epoxy - Nihal Rashinkar

• Thin CA - Will Sievert

• Thick CA - Brian Linderman

• Dubro Easy Threader - Brian Linderman

• Excel #11 Knife - Ellsworth Crowell

• After Run Oil - Mike Murali

Next Month -?

Meeting ended – 8:50 PM

Next meeting - Thursday, October 8th @ 7:30PM
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Track Notes
October 2009

Great news! Will has 
informed me that BART has 
extended our move date to 
September 2010. Now that’s 
great news! One more full 
year- this will not only allow 
us more time to enjoy our 

track but also give time to build on the other track. I suggest this 
track could be more technical with jumps and shorter straights and 
who knows, maybe a cross-over like Chris was talking about build-
ing. I have spoken with Mike in hopes of one of his designs. If this 
pans out we will need a few members to help with this project.

====Interested? ====

 

Till then nothing but fun! 

www.baysidercclub.com

Treasurer ’s Repor t 8/09

Monthly BBQ $50.21

FFD Fuel $157.25

FFD Batteries $115.25

FFD Airplane $46.80

FFD $370.41

FFD Paint ball target airplane $53.46

Flea Market/ Auction postage $66.00

Monthly BBQ $184.03

Allied Waste $67.92

Sunset Equip. rental $227.12

Holy Spirit Church/Auction  $600.00

Nor Cal $100.00

Member overpayment $27.50

Allied Waste $67.92

FM Expenses $43.65

Deposits $860.10

19TH ANNUAL FLEA 
MARKET

When I arrived at the field on Friday 
before the Flea Market, I was pleased 
to find some club members there to 
help me prepare the field for the Flea 
Market. The fliers present left to clear 
the field for our activities. Later I 

placed my trailer in the heli area to wait for Daniel and the fol-
lowing day.

At 4:14 AM the inside of my trailer was illuminated by a flash of 
lightning and the sudden clap of thunder made me realize that the 
lightning was very close by. Throughout the rest of the morning 
the lightning continued but in the distance. At 6 AM, Daniel and 
noticed a car next to our trailers with a driver asleep inside. No 
sellers were on the runway. No buyers were in the parking lot. If 
didn’t know better, I would have thought that it was the wrong 
weekend. Shortly there were some cars at the gate which was not 
closed. Very few sellers arrived with only a few more buyers 
arriving. This was a very poor example of what we have had in 
the past. 

We learned that three other Flea Markets were in operation at the 
same time. Obviously the thunder storm could have tempted 
buyers and sellers to roll over and go back to sleep. We discussed 
the options of what the economy was doing to the number of 
people arriving to buy or sell. 

My gratitude to the faithful club members who did come to help 
to assist me on Friday and Saturday.

I thoroughly appreciate the help of Frank Goto, Dave Neves, Art 
Kuhlmann, Ben Jensen, Nihal Rashinkar, Joel Sievert and Daniel 
Sievert.

Bayside RC Club members are eligible for  a 10% discount.
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2009 Contest and Fly-In Schedule
NCRCS - Northern California R/C Society

October 
3 T-34 Triangle Series Finals @ SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA.
9-10-11 Jet Fly @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, CA.

10-11 Pattern @ Sacramento Area Modelers, Sacramento, CA. 
3 Electric Fly-In @ SACRC, Union City, CA.
10-11 Warbirds Fly-In @ Fresno Radio Modelers, Fresno, CA.
17 10th Annual Volts (Electric) Fly-In @ Salinas Area Modelers, 

Chualar, CA.
17-18 Pattern @ Antelope Valley Tailwinds, Lancaster, CA.
18 Fall Swap Meet/Picnic @ Fresno Radio Modelers, Fresno, 

CA.
24 Slope Marin @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, CA.

24-25 Pattern District Championships @ Arvin, CA.
25 100 Lap Race @ Vaca-Valley R/C, Vacaville, CA.
31 Annual Auction @ Bayside – Holy Spir it Church, 

Fremont, CA. 
November

7 Swap Meet (indoor) @ SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA.
7 Warbird Race @ Madera R/C, Madera, CA.
28-29 Farewell Open House @ Woodland-Davis, Davis, CA.
December

5 Toys-for-Tots @ Salinas Area Modelers, Chualar, CA.
6 Bob Whitacre Memorial Toys-for-Tots Fly-In @ SCCMAS, 

Morgan Hill, CA. 
31 New Years Eve Party and Night Fly – 11pm – 1am @ Fresno 

Radio Modelers, Fresno, CA.

39152 Fremont Hub
Fremont, CA 94538
510-796-2744
ht uf r emont ca@yahoo. com
5% Discount to Bayside Members

Group Fuel Purchase
Scott Cowan is organizing a group fuel purchase for club mem-
bers. This is what Scott has to say:

• Bulk purchase of fuel from Hobbytown USA.

• The fuel is O©Donnell [see below] 15% nitro airplane and 
30% nitro heli. This is a new product from Great Planes. 
I©m working with Dave the owner of Hobbytown to get a 
reduced price on this fuel. It should be $5 below normal 
cost. I need to get 15 to 20 cases in the order.

• Contact Scott or send an email to 
scot t cowan@sbcgl obal . net  with your order. One 
or more cases of fuel per person.

• We will compile the orders in the month of August and 
then order them in September time frame. We will need the 
monies up front for the order.

• Did this about two years ago and it worked out very well. 

• The people will pick up the fuel at the store in Fremont.

O’Donnell quality — now in aircraft fuels!

- The consistency and performance that O’Donnell fuels are 
known for are now available for airplanes and helicopters.

- Premium blend airplane fuels are specially formulated for 
model aircraft, with Hydra-Stabilized lubricants for maxi-
mum protection.

- O’Donnell heli fuels contain the exclusive O’Donnellube™ 
package that allows for maximum horsepower while reduc-
ing heat and internal wear.

- All fuels feature a magenta tint — great for quick-checking 
fuel tank levels.

1740-C Junction Ave, San Jose
California 95112 USA
Tel (408) 451-1155 - Fax (408)-451-1156

Bayside Members:

Mention this ad for 10% discount

Sheldon’s
Hobbies

FOR SALE     ALL PLANES ARE NEW IN THE BOX 
ARF©S 

• BOBCAT 50 PUSHER JET SILVER $69

• KAGAROO 50 PUSHER JET (COMES WITH 
EXTRA WING AND TAIL)--$69

• RUTAN CANARD TWIN PUSH PULL 45 $89

• SEAGULL DUAL ACE TWIN 45 $99

• ALMOST NEW EVOLUTION 46 ENGINE $39

• ALMOST NEW MAGNUM 46 $39. 

GENE 510 487-3187 OR MAIL GENELANGLEY@SBC-
GLOBAL.NET. WILL BRING ITEMS YOU ARE 
INTERESTED IN TO FIELD WED SAT OR SUN TAKE-
OFFS ARE OPTIONAL--LANDING ARE NOT. PLAY 
SAFE.
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ARE YOU SURE????

Daniel and I are proud of this the 19th Annual Flea Market. This 

one was not as successful as in the past but it was the 19th. It all 
begins slowly in January with getting the date which is always 
the same, the second weekend in September and placing it on the 
master schedule. In June the fliers are printed and they are mailed 
later to all of the nearby flying clubs. They also get to the hobby 
shops later. Newsletter articles are printed to get the attention of 
club members, fliers are posted at the field with notification of 
closure of the field well in advance to warn fliers and drivers. 
Getting close, the date on the sign needs to be changed, mowing 
to clear weeds to prevent fires, acquire gas for the generator and 
leaf blower, look for things stored in the sheds like chalk line 
powder, stick chalk, the chalk liner and other necessary items.

It pretty much takes the better part of three days at home to get 
ready for the event on Saturday. Wednesday and Thursday I 
spend collecting signs I have stored at home and repairing them 
or making new ones. A lot of trips getting new marking chalk, 
soap and paper towels for the wash stand, coffee, creamer, sugar, 
napkins and many more items. It takes a lot of time to purchase 
the items, begin to load my van with all of the previously men-
tioned items as well as my canopy, chair, pencils and table for the 
gate collectors, the money box and other items not listed above.

Friday at the field takes 3 or4 hours with the help of several faith-
ful members who give of their time to prepare the field for the 
future buyers and sellers. This means signs that need to placed in 
strategic locations, barricades relocated, caution tape and our tall 
cones called delineators to direct traffic, the canopy, chair and 
table at the gate, the wash station arranged with water, soap and 
paper towels, and lines needed to mark the seller sites with num-
bers. There is more, it doesn’t just happen.

When the day is over and the participants are gone, the reverse 
must take place. Signs, caution tape, barricades must all be 
removed. The chalk must be blown off the runway and the field 
returned to normal status as if nothing has happened. Completely 
exhausted, Daniel and I get to go home and I can empty my van 
till next year. 

Every year I have club members come to the Flea Market before 
I can get someone at the gate to collect money from buyers and 
sellers. If you asked them, they want to be the first to see what is 
being sold and try to get a good deal. In truth it is to not pay $1 to 
park their car. Every year I see 2 or 3 club members who join 
together to sell from one site rather than to pay the $15 for their 
own site. It is a little disconcerting to Daniel and myself who 
spend so much time and effort to ensure the success of the Flea 
Market for the past 19 years. We do this to try to earn some 
money for the club and provide an opportunity for R/Cers to sell 
or buy some R/C equipment.

Are you sure you can not pay $1 to park your car to buy some 
planes, radios etc. at a very reduced rate.

Are you sure you can not pay $15 to rent a site on the runway to 
sell some things that have been languishing on shelves or in clos-
ets at home and earn, conceivably many hundreds of dollars.

WILL SIEVERT

From the Mid Atlantic Radio Kontrol Society, Snow Hill, Mary-
land

Learning to 3-D and 3-D Well: 
A building blocks approach.

by Jeremy Chinn

Part 1 of 5

Radio Controlled Aerobatics has always been one of the most 
exciting elements of the RC airplane hobby. This discipline com-
bines the challenge of coordinating all the available inputs of 
your airplane correctly and precisely to ensure that it does 
exactly what you want at exactly the correct time. Get one of 
those inputs wrong or out of order and the result is ugly, and 
often disastrous.

As the hobby progressed through the years, so did the complexity 
of the aerobatic maneuvers. Modelers spent countless hours 
attempting to emulate their full-size counterparts and their move-
ments through the air. IMAC competition even goes so far as to 
require that you fly a model of a full-sized aerobatic competition 
airplane. Modelers were always trying to get their models to per-
form at the same level as their full-scale counterparts—most of 
the time they were short of success.

Then at one of the final installments of the Tournament of Cham-
pionships, QuiQue Somenzini pushed RC Aerobatics to another 
level entirely. QuiQue flew a model that greatly outperformed its 
full-sized counterpart and flew maneuvers that full-scale pilots 
could only dream of. With that, the seed for 3-D aerobatics had 
been planted and nothing would hold it back.

3-D aerobatics is now the most popular form of flying in the RC 
hobby. Manufacturers frequently throw the moniker “3-D”  at any 
and every airplane they sell. Competitions just for 3-D have 
cropped up around the country and many specialists have popped 
up that spend all their time flying 3-D aerobatics. Videos flood 
the internet on a weekly basis of some pilot flying 3-D with his 
new “uber-wonder-plane.”

With all that interest, the hobby has a very large number of peo-
ple trying to learn to fly 3-D. These students of 3-D are trying 
very hard to learn to fly one or more of the cool new maneuvers 
they’ve seen some sponsored pilot fly at a competition or on a 
YouTube video.

Unfortunately, many of these pilots are finding limited or no suc-
cess. Broken airframes are common and heading home from the 
field with a multicolored bag of broken airplane parts is often the 
name of the game for the new 3-D pilot.

So what are the keys to success for the aspiring 3-D pilot? What 
is needed to ensure that a pilot can find success in learning to fly 
3-D and do so without breaking the hobby-money bank? In no 
particular order, they are:

1. Strong knowledge of basic aerobatics.

2. Use of a structured approach to learning each of the 3-D 
maneuvers.

3. Use of a simulator to help speed the learning process.

4. Proper 3-D “ trainer”  to learn each of the maneuvers.

Why is a strong knowledge of basic aerobatic maneuvers neces-
sary? So many times when I get asked by a friend at the field or 
at an event how to do a rolling harrier, I quickly find out that the 
person asking cannot fly a proper slow roll or even a four-point 
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roll. It’s this basic aerobatic knowledge that helps to provide the 
right understanding and muscle memory to handle unusual flight 
attitudes and situations. In many ways, it is similar to wanting to 
learn to run before you learn to walk.

I won’t spend a lot of time trying to describe how to learn basic 
aerobatics—there are many more qualified pilots out there to do 
that, but here are a few good tips:

1. Participate in a local AMA Pattern or IMAC competition. 
The skills you build while practicing even the basic or 
sportsman routines will be invaluable to your future aero-
batic and 3-D efforts.

2. Learn to fly all the basic maneuvers such as four-point rolls, 
rolling circles, and loops in both directions. Even the best 
pilots have a bias toward rolling one direction or the other, 
however, they have practiced until that bias is invisible to the 
spectator. Always practice your worse side more.

3. Learn to trim the airplane properly as part of your basic aer-
obatic learning. A properly trimmed airplane is easier to fly 
while doing aerobatic maneuvers from the most basic to the 
most complex. This same reasoning applies to flying 3-D as 
well.

4. The book Learning to Fly Basic Aerobatics by Scott Stoops 
is an excellent read on the subject.

A structured approach is the next item on the list. Again, this is 
similar to learning to walk before learning to run. By learning 
each fundamental maneuver, you will have a better chance at 
finding quick success as you learn to fly 3-D. The next article in 
this series will begin to cover the details of an excellent “building 
block”  approach to learning to fly 3-D.

Simulators are one of the most underrated tools and develop-
ments in the RC hobby during the past 10 years. Quality and real-
ity of simulators has increased with the same quantum leaps that 
computers have undergone. There are many simulators out there, 
and each has its own pluses and minuses. To try and discuss that 
subject would be many articles in and of themselves. Rather than 
try to cover that, I’ ll try to suggest some tips to help you get the 
most out of your simulator and a training method that can be used 
with most any simulator to learn quickly and efficiently.

Some basic tips that will help you get the most out of your simu-
lator:

1. Don’t obsess over flying a particular airplane in the simula-
tor. Instead, try to get an airplane that flies well in the simu-
lator and tune it to your liking. Don’ t decide you’ re going to 
learn to fly 3-D in the simulator with an F-14, but at the 
other end of the spectrum, don’t worry if the Extra 300 in 
your simulator flies better than the Yak 54; fly what works!

2. In general, larger simulator models fly more realistically in 
the simulator than smaller models do. This is a generaliza-
tion, but has proven true with every simulator I’ve experi-
enced.

3. Learn how to “ tune”  your models in the simulator to fly 
more like your real models. Almost all simulators allow you 
to edit the characteristics of the models included in the simu-
lator package to suit your needs and to make them fly more 
like real life. Do not select an airplane in the simulator that is 
too easy to fly. It is supposed to be a challenge.

4. Learn to use the “ time”  functionality in your simulator to 
slow things down. This ability to slow down simulator life 
when compared to real life is one of the best features of fly-
ing in a simulator.

5. Fly your model in the simulator just like you would fly your 
real model. Go through your same take off routine and land-
ing procedures just as you would in real life.

As mentioned earlier, the ability to “slow time down”  is one of 
the most valuable features of the simulator. Slowing down the 
time function in the simulator allows you to fly maneuvers at a 
slower pace. Flying at a slower pace allows you to think through 
each of the required stick movements and corrections as you 
learn the maneuver. More time to react to incorrect movements is 
always a good thing as well.

When you decide to learn a maneuver on the simulator, start by 
turning down the time function to approximately 50% of real 
time. Practice the maneuver over and over until you feel comfort-
able with it. Once you feel comfortable at that speed, bump the 
speed up in the simulator by 10% and practice more. Continue 
this cycle until you are actually flying the maneuver 10% faster 
than normal speed. By the time you have accomplished this, you 
will have built the muscle memory necessary to ensure you pro-
vide the correct inputs at the correct time to fly your model. You 
are now ready to try it out in the real world!

Another key to 3-D success is getting the right airplane to learn 
with. If you’ve followed along so far with this article, then 
you’ve practiced up on the simulator and you are ready to try out 
the maneuvers in real life. Unfortunately, having the wrong air-
frame will mean many will fail at this point and won’t progress 
any further.

The right airframe has to do many things. It must be tough for the 
unintentional mishaps that will happen, it must be simple to 
repair, and above all, it must fly 3-D very well. The two airplane 
types that fit this bill very well are foamies and .40-size profiles. 
Both types of airplane have a relatively low cost to build and, as 
a result, a relatively low cost to repair. Those factors alone mean 
you’ ll spend more time in the air than repairing at the work-
bench. Finally, there are countless examples of both type of air-
plane which fly exceptionally well. If you are put off by the 
appearance of a profile, get over that issue and use one to learn to 
fly 3-D, then sell it to a buddy so he can do the same.

A few types of airplane to avoid for learning to fly 3-D:

1. Giant Scale airplanes are very bad 3-D trainers. Most Giant 
Scale airplanes are easier to see and fly somewhat slower than 
smaller airplanes. However their higher cost and higher com-
plexity adds significantly to the fear that many pilots will have 
when flying them. It is difficult or impossible to learn a new skill 
when you are faced with constant fear of hurting the airplane.

2. .40-size full fuselage airplanes also make poor 3-D trainers. 
Most examples in this category have cost and complexity 
induced fear similar to giant scale airplanes mentioned above. 
Additionally, they typically have very high wing loadings when 
compared to a same sized profile airplane. The result is an air-
plane that flies poorly and is difficult to repair when damaged. 
Again, a bad combination for someone who wants to learn to fly 
3-D.

3. Small, full fuselage electric airplanes. This category of air-
plane has become extremely popular with the increased availabil-
ity of good quality electric gear, motors and batteries. 
Unfortunately, the comments for the two airplane types men-
tioned above apply very strongly to this category as well.

So that is our starting point. Get the right gear and get ready for 
the next section. 
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